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This is a perfect occasion to discuss the mercy of God as all Christians praise God today for His mercy that we received instead of the wrath we deserve: 
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
God showed mercy to Adam and Eve when they sinned by not destroying them immediately but only putting them out of the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:16-24) and covering their sin. God exercised His mercy from the beginning of His interactions with Moses and the Israelites as He is pictured above the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant. It was due only to His mercy that He could interact with them: 
Exodus 25:22 "And there I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel.
God showed mercy rather than wrath to the Israelites: 
Deut 13:17 "And nothing from that which is put under the ban shall cling to your hand, in order that the Lord may turn from His burning anger and show mercy to you, and have compassion on you and make you increase, just as He has sworn to your fathers, 
We can categorize God’s mercy into three areas. First, there is a general mercy of God that extends to all creation: 
Psalm 145:9 The Lord is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works. 
Second, there is a special mercy of God toward all mankind: 
Matt 5:45 in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
The third type of mercy is reserved for God’s heirs of salvation that is communicated through the Lord Jesus Christ: 
1Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
The punishment of the wicked is also an act of mercy. From God’s perspective it is an act of justice and from the standpoint of the wicked it is an act of equity as reward for their sin. From the standpoint of the redeemed, it is an act of great mercy to separate the vile sinners from the regenerate forever so that there is no contamination of New Jerusalem: 
Rev 21:27 and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
God’s action against Pharaoh was an act of vengeance upon him but of mercy upon the Israelites:
 Psalm 136:15-16 But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 16To Him who led His people through the wilderness, For His lovingkindness is everlasting;
Paul clearly wrote of the great mercy of God upon His redeemed people through the work of Jesus Christ:
Eph 2:4-10 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, that no one should boast. 10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
God’s mercy on His people is a witness to the world of His plan made before creation:

Rom 9:23 And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,

He did not show mercy on particular people because of their works but because of His mercy:
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

The people upon whom God shows mercy are entirely His choice:

Rom 9:15-16 For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

His mercy does not end at our being chosen for regeneration but is available afterwards during our walk in this world, and we should often accept the gracious invitation to go to the throne of grace: 
Heb 4:16 Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.
Today take time to remember Jesus and His sacrifices for us and pray for friends and loved ones who are not in Christ. 

Matt 5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Luke 13:3 "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
I end this letter with these benedictions as my prayer for you all:

2John 1:3 Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Jude 1:2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.
2Cor 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort;

Psalm 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.
