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 “Attributes of God: Sovereignty”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
So far we have briefly studied four attributes of God: Solitary, Love, Light, and Trinity. Now we will examine the sovereignty of God. It is impossible to do more than lightly touch on this attribute in two pages, but I pray that this letter will give some insight and comfort. 

God is sovereign. This characteristic of God is particularly problematic to the non-Christian, some Christians, and especially to atheists. People inherently resist authority. They speed because they do not think they have to obey laws. They start when young pushing the authority of parents and some get worse as they get older. Rebellion against God began in the earliest moments of creation and is easily seen today in every aspect of life. Satan posed the question to Eve in the Garden of Eden: “Did God say?” suggesting that by disobeying God she and her husband would become “as God, knowing good and evil”. The temptation was to replace the wisdom and authority of God with man’s autonomy. But God is absolutely sovereign over everything. People resist God’s sovereignty because they want to be autonomous.  Even in religion the autonomy temptation is presented as the plea to repentance in a church service is often called an “invitation”, which can obviously be refused. The problem is that when people rebel against God they are not free but under bondage to sin: that which is opposed to the will of God. 

Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

It is only when people totally submit to God as His servants and children that they become free from bondage to sin and can walk in the path prepared by Him: 
Eph 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
This sovereignty of God gives the Christian great comfort. Nothing can come to a child of God without God permitting or causing it. Such thoughts of an absolutely sovereign God are very soothing to His children, but absolutely resisted by others. To be sovereign God must also be all-knowing, all-powerful, and absolutely free from any force outside of Himself. All of His attributes depend upon His sovereignty, and Christians obtain their comfort and strength knowing He is sovereign over all that exists. The following two verses are fundamental to the peace of Christians in a troubled world and totally dependent upon the sovereignty of God:

Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
The Romans’ verses are important to grasp tightly for all time. This promise Joseph knew well as he addressed his deceitful brothers in:

Genesis 50:20: “And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.” 
God was not frustrated when Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery for that was included in His plan to care for the Jewish people during a future time of great famine. 

Understanding the sovereignty of God also helps us comprehend 
Philippians 4:6:“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
We can also better understand why Jesus tells us this same thing in 
Matthew 6:25: “For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing?” 
You might also look at the paper on the Living Theology website, entitled “Anxiety,” at http://livingtheology.com/Anxiety.htm. Anxiety creates nothing but negative effects in our lives and demonstrates that we do not trust God.

This doctrine and the sad state of the world are difficult to reconcile from a human perspective. We must have a Biblical perspective (Worldview) to trust this attribute of God, and we find considerable help in that task such as the following:

1Chron 29:11-12 "Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Thine is the dominion, O Lord, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all. 12"Both riches and honor come from Thee, and Thou dost rule over all, and in Thy hand is power and might; and it lies in Thy hand to make great, and to strengthen everyone.

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.

Psalm 46:10 "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."
Psalm 47:7-8 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with a skillful psalm. 8God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holy throne.
God permits evil in the world for His good reasons and He has ordained that justice will be done in the day of His wrath.

Rom 9:22-23 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 

Rev 6:17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand? "

Rev 11:18 "And the nations were enraged, and Thy wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to Thy bond-servants the prophets and to the saints and to those who fear Thy name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."

Rev 19:15 And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.
The Christian alone is free from the wrath of God forever and can have great assurance of eternal salvation because God is sovereign:

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

Rom 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

So praise God for His sovereignty and rest in His promises. 

