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 “Attributes of God: Trinity”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Now let’s examine an attribute of God that we know for sure we cannot fully comprehend! The Trinity or Tri-unity of God has baffled man forever. People have often tried to rationalize the concept by using some mathematical terms, human personality, and the existence of some forms of matter. Some have said that the Trinity is like the three phases of water: solid, liquid, gas. This cannot be correct because the solid state cannot exist simultaneously as the liquid and gas state and similarly for the other phases. This approach was called modalism and was declared a heresy because it states that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit do not exist separately but that God takes on each type as needed. The Bible says that all three persons exist simultaneously. 

The word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible but Christian theology has used the term to designate the threefold manifestation of the one God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The church formulated doctrine asserts that God is one in being who exists eternally in three distinct and coequal “persons”. The word “person” is used even though it is not meant to convey the limited individuality of human persons but it does affirm the personal relationship of love within the triune-Godhead. This terminology does flow from the self-revelation of God in Biblical salvation history. This doctrine is clearly seen in the fullness of New Testament revelation.

God is one: 

Gal 3:20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.

James 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
The Son also is fully God:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?

Col 2:9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
The Holy Spirit is also fully God:

Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price of the land? 4"While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God."

1Cor3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
Each person of the Trinity is distinct from the other as the Father sends the Son and the Spirit:

John 15:26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me,

Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
Jesus states that He does the will of the Father: John 8:28 Jesus therefore said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 

Jesus also stated that the Father is greater than He: John 14:28 "You heard that I said to you, 'I go away, and I will come to you.' If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I.
Because of such verses, it is usually stated that the Son is subject to the Father, for the Father sent Him, and the Spirit is subject to both the Father and the Son, for He is sent by both (1 Cor 11:3; John 14:16; 16:7). Christian baptism is in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as commanded by the Son: 

Matt 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Jesus also did His work to glorify the Father: 
John 14:13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
Paul and Peter gave benedictions involving all three names:

2Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

Eph 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

1Peter 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.
The plurality is also suggested in the Old Testament, which uses the plural form of the name (Elohim) of God as well as plural pronouns in verses such as: 

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Gen 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

Gen 11:7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."
We cannot fully understand the Triunity of God but our salvation is attributed to the cooperative action of each so all we can do is praise Him for loving us and saving us: 
1Peter 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure. 

For those interested in a deeper study of this attribute I recommend “The Trinity” by Saint Augustine, New York City Press, 1991 (471 page translation). 
