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 “Attributes of God: Spirit”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
It is impossible for us to fully understand the attributes of God but He reveals all that we need:

Deut 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law. 
God is one but reveals Himself in three persons. Christians worship God as a Trinity or Tri-unity consisting of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and the spirit nature exists in all three persons so I will briefly expound upon His spirit nature before attempting to discuss the Tri-unity of God. 

John 4:23-24 "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24"God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Although we cannot totally understand this aspect of God for our desire is to see and to touch Him as we do people we love. Scripture does refer to God at times as though He has a body and such references are called anthropomorphisms (meaning “human form”).  For example the Bible mentions His hand and His ear (Isaiah 59:1), His eye (2 Chronicles 16:9), and His mouth (Matthew 4:4). The Bible gives us these analogies to make His actions more understandable to our limited minds. However God does not have such tangible manifestations as He is spirit only except Being represented in the person of Jesus. 
There are some common understandings of spirit in general that apply to God such as He does not have a body or some corporal existence and He is not made up of parts that can be divided in some way as some early heretics proposed. However God is not an inanimate object as He created all that exists and interacts with His creation as is made clear in the Old and New Testaments where He is called the living God such as Joshua 3:10, Psalm 84:2, and 1 Thess 1:9. He cannot be changed or altered. He is immaterial, immortal, invisible, intelligent, and active. He is not created but created all that exists. He has neither beginning nor end and He is infinite being everywhere at the same instant in time. All of this makes it clear that we cannot envision Him! 

God did make Himself known in a human form by the incarnation of His Son: Col 1:15 And He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. This human incarnation of the Son is all that is needed for people to also know the Father as Jesus stated:

· John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He [Jesus] has explained Him [God}.

· John 14:7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."

· John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?
People create images of Jesus although the Bible does not give us any physical description of Him. Many people believe that a familiar “picture” of Jesus is really how He looked, but we only know that He was not attractive so that just seeing Him physically would not have made people follow Him (Isa 53:2). 

Our human desire to have an image of God for our worship of Him drives us to make religious symbols, images, and pictures to create a mood for worship. This desire leads us to think we must be in a church building to worship Him and that we need to follow certain prescribed worship procedures. But proper communion with God does not depend on any physical location, surroundings, ritual, liturgy, or ceremony and does not depend upon creating a mood or atmosphere. God directly addressed this incorrect concept in the following: 

Acts 7:48-50 "However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says: 49'Heaven is My throne, And earth is the footstool of My feet; What kind of house will you build for Me?' says the Lord;' Or what place is there for My repose? 50’was it not My hand which made all these things?' 
An attitude of worship originates in our hearts and is expressed in our adoration of Him wherever we are. 

John 4:24 states that we must worship Him in spirit and truth. The only way that people can worship God in spirit is to be a spirit really alive and that occurs when one is born again:

· John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

· 1Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

God seeks a holy spiritual worship that is based upon the truth – the pure doctrine of Him given in the Bible. People must worship Him with all of their being, including their spiritual nature: Mark 12:29-30 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 30and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
In His creation of time, space, and matter, God gave all the proof of His existence that is needed and no one can claim that God has somehow hidden Himself as a spirit:

Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

People have access to the Father through the Son and we are especially blessed to live on this side of the Cross. All that remains is to give Him the honor and glory that are His:

1Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
