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Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Discussion of this church will also require two separate letters.  Paul did not write a letter to this church as far as we know so you will not find it in a list of NT books. Known biblically as the home of the church that received the fifth of letters to the seven churches in Revelation, Sardis was the capital of the Lydian empire and one of the greatest cities of the ancient world.
Rev 1:10-11 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, (11) saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

Located on the banks of the Pactolus River, Sardis was 60 miles (97 km) inland from Ephesus and Smyrna. The city was home to the famous bishop Melito in the 2nd century. Artemis was the main goddess of the city and the temple dedicated to her in Sardis was one of the seven largest Greek temples (more than double the size of the Parthenon). Artemis, known as Diana by the Romans, was the daughter of Zeus and twin of Apollo. She was the goddess of the hunt, the moon, and fertility.
The synagogue of Sardis is notable for its size and location. In size, it is one of the largest ancient synagogues excavated. In location, it is found in the center of the urban center, instead of on the periphery as synagogues typically were. This attests to the strength and wealth of the Jewish community in the city. This synagogue came into use in the 3rd century AD. As we discussed last week, Jesus had mixed messages for the church: 
Rev 3:1-4 "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. (2) 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. (3) 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. (4) 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.

Presentation of Jesus: He presents Himself as the person who has the Holy Spirit and the stars to the seven churches.  

His reference to “the seven spirits who are before His throne” is certainly his way of saying the Holy Spirit.  John never uses the term “Holy Spirit” although he does use the word “Spirit” and certainly when he uses this reference he is referring to the Holy Spirit.  He may be taking this manner of speaking of the Holy Spirit from the perfect meaning of the number seven and from:

Isaiah 11:2 “And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Isaiah here refers to the seven-fold nature of the Holy Spirit: of the Lord, of wisdom, of understanding, of counsel, of strength, of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord. We already know that the seven stars are the messengers of the churches and they probably refer to the elders of the churches.  

Jesus does not start off this letter with complements!  He knows the deeds of this church and that their reputation is that they are alive but He knows that they are dead!  I know many churches that have a wonderful worldly reputation but, from what I know, they are not telling the council of God to the congregation and to the world.  If we have a good reputation with the world, we should worry:

John 1:10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

John 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”

John 15:19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”

1John 3:13 “Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.”

Our church should not be popular with the world.  We should be teaching an exclusive Gospel message.  When our churches have a goal of being popular with the world then the leadership is not of God.  James spoke of dead works:

James 2:17 “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
Jesus is trying to shake them awake and out of a stupor.  There are still some things in the church that are of God but they are about to die also.  Jesus sees that their deeds are not pleasing to God.  

1saiah 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."

I can think of several types of churches today that apparently fit this description: The Seeker-Friendly Church, The Worldly Prosperity Church, The Seek-First the Happiness in the World Church, etc.  I am sure that you can add some to this list.  Remember that we cannot see in the heart of a person or a church but if a church is not God-centered and striving to worship God on Sundays as God demands then I can say that I do not want to be a member of that church.  
Jesus is giving them a chance.  We know nothing of the origin of this church but Jesus says that they originally received and heard the truth.  As we have previously seen, a church can be orthodox and still unclean.  He then is not telling them to just remember the correct doctrines. To have been children of God they had to have been born again and received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  So He is telling them to remember that truth, their born-again reality, their indwelling of the Holy Spirit and to keep it, and repent of having left it.  He then gives them a warning as stern as the earthquake that destroyed that town at one time.  He says that if they do not awaken He will come quickly at a time unexpected by them and come upon them.  

1Th 5:2 “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.”

2Pe 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”

He can look into hearts sees a few people in the city who have not ruined their righteous garments.  Perhaps they are bystanders who have not bought into this people-pleasing reputation of the church.  He says that they will walk with Him in white because they are worthy.  Although their garments are not white they are unsoiled by the blasphemous teachings and they will then be given white garments.  When Jesus says that they are worthy, He only means that they have not forfeited any right to their justification, which would really mean that they are indeed chosen to be born again.  
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