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Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Discussion of this church will also require two separate letters.  This is the first one.
Sardis was a wealthy city built on a very steep hill and the people thought nobody could succeed in overcoming them.  However they were conquered twice because they relied totally on their location and did not post watchmen.  Overconfidence can lead to big problems for individuals or groups.  A great earthquake in 17 AD did a lot of damage but the city was rebuilt.  The most important religious worship was of the god Cybele.  The main problem with the city and the church seems to be complacency that led to unreasonable actions.  At this church false brethren dominated the membership.  Jesus does not speak of a lack of first love but certainly without such a fervent love for Him no congregation will be pleasing to God.  The Jews and Romans did not bother this church as they did others in the area perhaps because the church was so content with mediocrity.  When the world considers the church to be of no threat, the church has failed.  We are not to be in conformity with the world and the world will hate the true church: 
John 15:9 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 
Rev 3:1 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.”

His reference to “the seven spirits of God” is Jesus’ way of referring to the Holy Spirit. John never uses the term “Holy Spirit” although he does use the word “Spirit” and certainly he is referring to the Holy Spirit. Jesus may be taking this manner of speaking of the Holy Spirit from the reference to the number seven that denotes perfection and from the seven qualities noted in: 
Isa 11:2 “And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
Isaiah refers to the seven-fold nature of the Holy Spirit: of the Lord, of wisdom, of understanding, of counsel, of strength, of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord.  From previous writings, we know that the seven stars are the messengers of the churches and probably refer to the elders of the churches.  

Jesus does not begin this letter with compliments!  He knows the deeds of this church and that their reputation is that they are alive but He knows that they are dead!  I know many churches with a wonderful worldly reputation but, from what I know, they are not presenting the full counsel of God to the congregation or to the world.  If a church is pleasing to the world, the members and leaders should worry:

John 1:10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

John 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”

1John 3:13 “Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.”

There is unavoidable conflict between the world and the church.  The church should be teaching an exclusive Gospel message. When our churches have a goal of being accepted by the world then their leadership is not of God. James spoke of dead faith, which is a made-up faith that does not produce the works commanded by the Bible. It also does not separate itself from the world by doing godly works: 
James 2:17“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. (James 2:17)
Rev 3:2 “'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.”
Jesus is shaking them awake and out of a stupor. There are still some things in this church that are of God but they are about to die also. Jesus sees that their deeds are not pleasing to God for He looks not at the external things but at the heart:

Isaiah 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."

I can think of several types of churches today that apparently fit the description of this church: The Seeker-Friendly Church, The Worldly Prosperity Church, The Seek-First the Happiness in the World Church, etc.  I refer you to my book that considers many such worldly churches: http://livingtheology.com/BookOne.htm.  You also may have read of the recent Atheist Mega-Churches being established in the United States and abroad. Remember that we cannot see in the heart of a person or a church, but if a church is not God-centered and committed to worship God on Sundays in the ways that God demands then Christians should avoid it totally.  Satan continues his assault on Christians and on true congregations of worshipers. 
If the Lord wills, we will continue discussion of this church next Sunday.  
