Living Theology Friends2510
Leon L. Combs, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
 December 3, 2025
“Churches in Revelation: Thyatira I”
Past issues of these letters (~400 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (48 articles and 30 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
All these letters have important messages for the church today so we must carefully consider applications. As we continue our review of the churches to whom Jesus spoke in the book of Revelation, we come to Thyatira that is the smallest of the churches and the letter is the longest.  I will continue my goal of keeping these letters to two pages by taking two weeks to discuss this church.  The town was situated between two valleys and in a good trade location.  There were many trade guilds (what we would call unions) there so it appears to have been a major commercial center of activity.  However there is not much more known about this city or the church.
Rev 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:”

Jesus presents Himself as the one who can see into the heart and soul of mankind and He is the one Who can stomp out all opposition.  This is a picture of someone coming with penetrating understanding and judgment. 

This is the only letter using the title for Jesus as “The Son of God”.  We see the character of Jesus presented here as the judge.  He is the One Who can tell them both good and bad news.  His eyes can penetrate the soul and His feet can trample any of the people’s misrepresentation of Him.  

Rev 2:19 “'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.
Again He praises them for their deeds, service, and perseverance.  But unlike the church at Ephesus, they are also praised for their love.  These aspects of the church should be present in all Christians.  Without the love of Jesus our works are meaningless.  Faith and perseverance are gifts of God to His children, and serve is a mark of the truthfulness of the other characteristics.  He even tells them that their work for the kingdom is increasing.  These two sentences are very good reports.  

Rev 2:20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray, so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”
Jesus does have a complaint against some people in their church because of the presence of Jezebel and some people who are following her teachings.  The original Jezebel was the wife of the Israel king Ahab.  She is credited with making Baalism the official religion of the northern kingdom that led to rapid decline.  She had been dead for about 1000 years when John wrote this book but evidently someone like her had tried to lead the church in a similar direction.  The Jezebel at Thyatira claimed to be a Christian because she calls herself a prophetess and we know that was not true.  So she was a false prophet, and some of the people were being led astray.  

This message has particular relevance for us today when we understand what was going on.  The powerful trade guilds in this city made it difficult for anyone to make a living without belonging to a guild.  But belonging to a guild meant attending the guild banquets where meat offered to idols was consumed and sexual lewdness was encouraged.  Does this sound familiar?  We who work in the world often have to belong to groups that do not always conform to our standards.  What do we do when the leader of the group offers us something that, as a Christian, we should not take or do?  The temptations to conform there were severe, and they can be today also.  We all face dilemmas when we are confronted with choices clearly in violation of Christian ethics.  We cannot deny our position in Christ but we are also not to withdraw from the world.  We have to find Christian solutions to the worldly situations we face every day guided by God’s word and prayer
The situation in the church at Thyatira was worse than our worldly conflicts because this Jezebel was teaching false doctrines in the church.  The church is to be a light to the world and we must have church teachings that are Biblically consistent.  Clearly the current popular “prosperity and happiness” teaching from some pulpits is not consistent with the teachings of our Lord.  Also the popular “seeker-friendly” churches are more in line with the Jezebel teachings than the teachings of our Lord.  

Rev 2:21-23 “And I gave her time to repent; and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 22Behold, I will cast her upon a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23And I will kill her children with pestilence; and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.”
Jesus gave her time to repent but she refused.  Her refusal showed that she indeed was a person trying to lead the church astray.  Apostates will often remain in the church and try to pervert its teachings rather than leaving the church.  The result of her actions and those of her followers would be severely judged.  The adultery could be either spiritual or physical and, from the context, it is probably both.  The bed of sickness could be a literal bed or a time of great suffering.  The “children” probably refers to her followers and may be only those who are strict followers of her teaching.  Jesus says that all the churches will see His severe judgment on this church and they will know that Jesus is the only one who can search both the minds and the hearts of people.  This condemnation should have struck fear in the hearts of all of the churches in a similar manner as the judgment of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5: 1-11.  Jesus tells us that His judgment will be just as each person will receive according to their deeds.  When He uses the word “each” He is making this warning very personal and would have made the members deeply search their hearts, minds, and souls as should all members of churches today. 
Take a few moments today to review how you worship and serve Christ to be certain not to be led away from the truth of God’s Word. 
