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 “Commands from Hebrews 4”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
These two verses go together to form the message that I want to send today for they give us advice on serving the Lord individually and collectively:
Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

Heb 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
Each Christian should desire to delve into more mature teachings about our Lord and we should be encouraging other Christians to love each other and to do deeds commensurate with their calling in Christ. 
The author of Hebrews essentially says “Enough of the baby talk!”  Previously he had written to his audience about Jesus Christ being the High Priest and now he wants to probe deeper and not continue laying the foundations of the faith. He then lists some of these foundational matters. Maturing in our understanding of Christianity is like science in that, to learn a science, one first has to master the fundamentals and then proceed to apply those basics to other aspects of the science. One similarly progresses in a sport by first mastering the basics. If the basics are not mastered then one cannot apply the advanced material. Many – maybe most – people attending churches instead treat the concepts of Christianity like random items that can be forgotten unless they are directly applicable to current events in their lives and consistent with their own preferences and then it seems – based upon the actions of most people in the world – the information is put into short-term memory. 
The author of Hebrews probably means by “repentance from dead works” the legalistic following of Jewish works since he is writing to converted Jews who were tempted to return to the old covenant rituals.  Certainly repentance is a foundational concept and would have been understood by the people to whom the Scripture was written: Matt 3:2, 4:17; Mark 6:12; Luke 13:3. 
Faith toward God is the most fundamental of all Christian matters for God must first give faith to someone (Rom 12:3; Eph 2:8; 1 Cor 2:5; Heb 12:2) before that person can interact with God. Faith is not synonymous with trust or belief. It is not something developed by people. Faith is the enabling power of God so that a person can trust and believe and is a gift of God (see http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm for details). One must always distinguish between cause and effect. Faith is the cause and trust and belief are the effects. If the recipients of the letter properly understood faith then they should press on to maturity in all matters of Christian living. 
Heb 6:2 continues this list of foundational matters from which he wants them to build upon: “from instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.
“Instructions about washings” is sometimes translated as “baptisms” and is certainly the subject of the author. Since it is plural he is not referring to Christian baptism but to ceremonial Jewish washings. “Laying on of hands” was widespread in his time and practiced also in the early church (Acts 8:17, 2 Tim 1:6, Acts 8:17-19) and usually referring to ordinations. The resurrection of the dead was a new concept to many people in his day and would be a very important topic to new converts regarding their accountability before God. Among people in his time who did not believe in life after death were the Sadducees. Eternal judgment is all that gives meaning to life here for if there is no ultimate righteous judgment then life here is eternally meaningless. But knowing that Christians will be resurrected and that Jesus is their High Priest would bring much comfort to these early Christians and would be a foundational issue of the faith. He ends this paragraph by acknowledging that he will be able to proceed with giving issues past foundational ones only if God allows it. 
All Christians should first be certain that they understand foundational issues and then pray for the Lord to help them study the Word properly to better understand Him. In Heb 10:24 the author of Hebrews exhorts the readers toward love and good deeds. The Greek word translated “stimulate” is “paroxysmos” and it has a strong implication toward agitation of others and so the author is urging his readers to be very strong in their actions toward other Christians to love and do good deeds. The Greek word for love is agape and is the basic new covenant term for love that is totally directed toward others with no regard for self. The paradigm for this love is the Cross: 
1John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
A person may individually practice the use of his faith and hope but love requires interaction with others. Stimulating others to good deeds is also a team effort so Christians are not meant to be an “island unto themselves” but to be involved with the community of believers. 
It is informative to quote the next verse in this context: 
Heb 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 
Assembling together to worship God and to love and to do good deeds for fellow Christians are the basics of the application of Christian love as was practiced by the early church: 
Acts 1:14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 
So this week let us all devote ourselves to studying the Word of God beyond the basics and to encouraging other Christians in love and good deeds. I pray that God will richly bless you all in  2011. 
