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Colossians 3:22-25 and Col 4:1-4 Slaves and Peace

Col 3:22-25  Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.23Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

Paul deals here with the role of the slave because, in his culture, slaves were considered a part of the household.  Slavery was universally accepted at this time even among doctors and teachers as well as with menial workers.  Nowhere in the NT is slavery condemned but it is also not affirmed.  The apostles were not social reformers but people who proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.  Of course the spiritual equality of all people was clearly stated in that message:

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

To the apostles, the important point of life was to become a child of God and one’s status in life was of no consequence.  

1Cor7:21-22 Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do that. 22For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave.

Just as we all are to do all that we do as representatives of Jesus Christ (Col 3:17), slaves also are to do their work as to Jesus.  He makes it clear that they serve Jesus and their actions toward their worldly masters should so reflect that service.  A slave who does his worldly work unto the Lord will be a great witness to the family and to others.  His reward will be from the Lord and his inheritance will be in heaven.  Knowing who we really serve is another factor in bringing to life that peace of Christ within us.  There is a corresponding treatment of slaves in another letter:

Eph 6:5-8 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

God shows no partiality (Gal 3:28) and even though a slave is mistreated he is still to act as a representative of Jesus Christ and is not free to wrong his master just because of wrongs he has received.  All of us should understand that our work in the world is unto Jesus Christ and, just as slaves in Paul’s time; we should respect those in authority over us.  I know of many Christians who worked as staff and were badly treated by their boss.  Although they were right to try to improve their working environment, they still respected their boss and submitted to his/her orders as long as such did not violate some aspect of God’s character.  There is a statement toward the masters (or bosses) in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians:  

Eph 6:9 And, masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

Those who have authority over others should all pay heed to this verse as we are all subject to judgment from God regarding all that we do.  

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.

This is a continuation of the previous section dealing with family.  It also applies to those of us who have people working for us in some capacity as we should treat all people in our family and business as we want our Master to treat us.  Saying that God is our Master also reminds us that we are bondservants of His and in service to Him wherever we are and whatever we are doing.

Col 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;

Col 4:3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned;

Col 4:4 in order that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.

Paul now turns to what applies to the entire church.  If we keep alert in prayer we will not become mechanical in our requests but we will be constantly remembering to speak to the Father in all matters before us.  Jesus told us to keep watching and praying so that we avoid temptation:

Matt 26:41 "Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Certainly we should all remain thankful for all that God has done for us beginning with our justification.  Paul also asks that the church members pray for him and the ones with him so that they might properly evangelize to others.  He even states that one reason for his imprisonment is for the opportunities to tell of the mystery of Christ to others being held in prison and to the guards.  He asks that the prayers include requests that his statements of the mystery of Christ be made clear to those brought before him.  We should all ask for similar prayers as we are in situations every day with opportunities to speak of Christ to those whom God brings our way.  
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