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Colossians 3:12-15 Church Peace

These verses are extremely important especially for all people involved in the leadership of a church such as deacons, elders, pastors, and others. I encourage all leaders to study them diligently and in prayer. 

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

Now Paul balances his presentation by telling us the righteous garment we are to put on.  Our new self is already present just as much as it can ever be in our relationship with God.  But we still live here and we need to properly represent Him to the world by putting on the new garment, or working out our justification:

Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

When Paul says “put on”, he is stating this verb in the same urgent tense as when he told them to “put to death” the negative attributes of the former sinful life.  The process can be viewed as the application of chlorine to kill mildew and then putting on a protective layer to prevent the reoccurrence of the mildew.  Paul says that Christians are chosen of God, set apart for God (holy), and loved by God.  All of these virtues are a result of the love that we should have for other Christians because of the love God has for us.  These are the opposite of those sinful actions taken by many Christians toward other Christians:

Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
“Bearing with one another” has in mind putting up with actions of others that aggravate us and would certainly involve being patient with each other.  Gal 5:26 is especially important in our attitude toward other Christians. There should be a different atmosphere around fellow Christians because we have been forgiven of all our sins against Holy God.  As recorded by Matthew in Matt 25:35-40, Jesus told of how we react toward Him when we react toward fellow Christians.  A forgiving heart should be present in every Christian (Matt 6:14-15).

Col 3:14 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Paul does not give rules and regulations for being a Christian because Christianity is not a religion where one learns such expectations and then is accepted as a member of that religion.  Christians are born-again by the power of God and are immediately children of God.  We all then live by the rule of love (agape, or selfless love) toward other members of the Family.  Although all of the above virtues are manifestations of love, even more thoughts and actions come into play when one puts on love, which is the perfect bond of unity as Jesus said in John 17:20-21: 
John 17:20-21  "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; (21)  that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.

The peace of Christ that should rule our hearts was given by Jesus:

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

This peace of Christ is indeed from Him and not available for the world.  This peace is manifested in Christians as we have no fear of death. We have the knowledge that we will be welcomed before the throne of God despite our sins because the sin debt was cancelled by the work of Jesus for us, and we know that God is sovereign so that everything will work together for good and that nobody can stand against us:

· Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

· Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
To say that the peace of Christ should rule in our hearts means that it is to act as an umpire so that none of our actions or thoughts would interfere with this peace.  The peace of Christ should be paramount and the driving force behind all of our actions.  Note also that we are called in one body and not just as an individual so that the peace of the entire body must not be disturbed.  “No man is an island” is a worldly saying that also has application here.  The church is the body of Christ and it is being built up by Him as a unit to be finally presented pure:

Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

Paul says to be thankful. Thankfulness should be a part of establishing peace and should help us preserve that peace.  Unfortunately, there is much discord in the modern church, and we should all work to make sure we are not a cause of anything to disturb the peace of the true church.  I know of a church that is now in turmoil because some of the members and leaders are not obeying our Master regarding peace within the body of Christ as discussed in these verses. Repentance and the love of Jesus will demonstrate that they are indeed His people. 
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