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Colossians 2:13-17
Col 2:13 And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

Not only has God done this marvelous, graceful work in us; He did it while we were still dead in our sin and in our evil sin nature.  Paul elaborated on this wonder in his letter to the Ephesians:

Eph 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

Eph 2:7 in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Eph 2:9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

A dead person can do nothing.  We were spiritually dead and enemies with God when He acted to remove our body of flesh and to impart a new nature within us.  All of our transgressions were put on the Cross and, before God, we are now blameless in Christ.  It is critical to understand that we are alive with Jesus and not separate.  We are “in Christ” and He supplies all of our spiritual needs.  All we have to do is trust and obey as we participate in the sanctification process.  This process was actually completed in the mind of God before the foundation of the world:

· Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

· Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love

In light of this revelation, we should go outside and shout for joy!

Col 2:14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Col 2:15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

This certificate of debt is the Mosaic Law that could not be obeyed.  Every aspect of this Law proclaimed our sin nature and our inability to obey it.  Therefore it was certainly hostile to us and we would stand before it condemned forever because of our inability to obey it.  But God has cancelled this certificate of our debt meaning that it no longer is present in His court of justice.  This huge debt was put on Christ at the Cross and He paid the penalty for our total inability to obey the Law.  This law had a valid claim against us and, without the action of Jesus on the Cross; we would be forever judged as debtors before God and sentenced to an eternity of judgment.  This Mosaic Law bond has been cancelled out for us by the work of Jesus Christ so that it will never condemn us again.  Hallelujah!  The nailing of it to the cross illustrated the custom at the time of posting the reason for execution above the head of the person being punished or killed.  Thus the reason for the death of Jesus was our sin!  Verse 15 has been disputed by theologians but it seems to be a follow-up of the previous verses.  The Cross was viewed by the world as the disgrace and defeat of a man who dared to challenge the religious or governmental leaders of the day.  However the reality is that the Cross was a time of great victory.  Satan and his followers were defeated on that day in a public display that can only be properly understood by God and His children.  God triumphed over the evil forces of the world through the faithful work of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Col 2:16 Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day--

Col 2:17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.

Of course the “therefore” is there to point back to what Paul has previously said in this letter.  The fullness of time has come and the Son has come to fulfill the Law and all it entails.  

· Matt 5:17 Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.

· Heb 10:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near.

Christians have liberty from their former slavery of the Law:

Gal 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

In verses 14 and 15 Paul has already told them of their freedom from the Law.  The reference to eating and drinking could refer to the Jewish dietary rules in the Mosaic Law concerning what foods are clean.  It could also refer to some of the ascetic tendencies of the Colossian heresy.  Certainly the reference to a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath day relates to the various holy days of the Jewish calendar that occurred weekly, monthly, and annually.  In Gal 4:9-11 Paul also told them that they should not be chained to such observances.  The reason that no one can judge us in regard to those events is that the antitype has come.  The fulfillments of the OT types or shadows are called the antitypes.  The Greek word translated “substance” above is sometimes translated “reality” and that belongs to Jesus Christ.  People who are still legalistic about the Sabbath are called Sabbatarians and some still function today.  Christians worship collectively on the Lord’s Day and it should not be called the Sabbath.  For the Jew, the weekly Sabbath was not a day of worship but a day of rest and they were not to leave their house.  Our blessings and freedom in Christ are confirmed over and over in Scripture.
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