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Colossians 2:1-7
Col 2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face,

Col 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,

Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Col 2:4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with persuasive argument.

Col 2:5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.

The struggle of Paul here was in prayer for he was locked in his rented house and chained to a Roman soldier (Acts 28:30).  The Greek word used that is translated “struggle” in verse 1 means an intense activity so he was not merely bowing his head in prayer.  He was in an intense struggle against the powers of Satan and his demons and specifically with their disciples, the false teachers that still plague us today.  

Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

His prayerful struggles were here specifically for the Christians at Colossae and those at Laodicea.  It seems that none of Christ’s disciples in those towns had personally met Paul and, since he could not be there to help them, he was fervently praying for them.  His prayers were very specific and were on two topics.  The first topic was that their hearts might be encouraged even though he was in prison.  All Christians are united in Christ according to His prayer to the Father:

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

The heart was a symbol of the place of what we would call the soul as it is the center of personality, conscience, and self-identity.  As a Christian we get our self-identity not just from ourselves but from our identity with God and His children.  Our unity should help us be encouraged in our obedience and submission to God and particularly as we all learn more about God from His word as these people learned from the first letters from Paul.  The second topic involved their attaining true knowledge of Christ.  This true knowledge was to be based upon a full assurance of understanding of the Word of God.  In other words, this true knowledge had to be properly understood and the assurance of that understanding of the true knowledge would be an answer to Paul’s prayers for them.  This understanding of God results in great spiritual wealth as it reveals the greatest mystery of all time: the truth about Jesus Christ.  This knowledge is hidden only in the sense that it is not readily available for all mankind.  The only people who can really understand the truth of God’s revealed word are those who have been regenerated and given faith:  

· 1Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
· Luke 8:10 And He said, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.
· Isa 44:18 They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend.

All treasures of spiritual wealth coming from that knowledge, and the wisdom based upon the utilization of that knowledge are only from Jesus Christ.  Nobody can attain any spiritual wealth apart from Him.  Paul then openly says that the reason for his statements of this only source of knowledge and wisdom is so that they will not be deceived by the false teachers.  Today false teachers may be greatly talented with speaking abilities but the truth of their statements must be judged only from the Bible.  Millions of people are being deceived by false teachers who are very charismatic as they peddle their lies.  Such false teachers are so worldly successful because the people listening do not know the knowledge to which Paul refers and thus do not have the wisdom that comes from the application of that knowledge.  

Paul tells them that he is with them spiritually and that he is rejoicing to see the result of the out-working of their faith.  Discipline translates a military term that means an orderly group of soldiers.  They are united because their faith is a gift of God that drives them to better understand Him and to be at one with other Christians.  They are to be united in the truth of the Word of God and not on some ideas solely based upon human reasoning.  Being true Christians, they also would have a stable faith since it comes from God and is perfected by Christ:

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Col 2:6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,

Col 2:7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  

These two verses should be viewed as a summary of the preceding verses.  He had presented the proper understanding of the person of Jesus and the purpose for the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection so they should now practice their walk in the world according to that knowledge.  Knowledge without application is hypocritical so Paul is exhorting them to walk according to the teachings of Christ Jesus as their Lord.   Saying that they had been firmly rooted means that their foundational understanding of Christology had been permanently received.  The words “built up” are in the present tense, which means that the building up process is continual.  The Greek word translated “established” above is sometimes translated “strengthened” and it also is in the present tense.  Saying that they are established in “your” faith indicates that such is the faith given them by God (Rom 12:3) rather than meaning the doctrines and decrees of a teaching.  Paul then adds “just as you were instructed” meaning the initial fundamental teaching they had received rather than any false teachings.  “Overflowing with gratitude” is also present tense meaning that such an attitude should continue all of their lives.  The picture of overflowing is of a river overflowing its banks so that their gratitude should be seen by others.  The faith given by God to His children is like a seed in that it will grow and yield the fruit of the Spirit.  That faith will grow as they practice what they know:

2Cor 10:14-16  For we are not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to come even as far as you in the gospel of Christ; (15) not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with the hope that as your faith grows, we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, (16) so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of another.
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