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Colossians 1:19-23
Col 1:19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 
Col 1-20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
Col 1-21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, Col 1:22  yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—

Col 1-23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

These five verses continue the crescendo of this chapter to establish the fact that Jesus is the Gospel message.  Col 2:9 helps us understand the meaning of the word “fulness” in Col 1:19:

Col 2:9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

This verse is critical in defeating the concepts of Gnosticism either in its elementary form in Paul’s time or as it flourished in the second century and today in various forms.  Paul is saying that God the Father, by His good pleasure, placed all attributes of Deity upon Jesus in His incarnation.  The word “dwell” means that the full Deity is in Jesus forever.  The early Gnostics taught that there were a series of angelic beings between material man and God and that Jesus was one of them but all of them were needed for man to communicate with God.  They thought of all material as evil so God could not dwell in a human form.  Paul is telling them that Jesus was and is totally God and totally human although after His resurrection He exists in a glorified human form in heaven with the Father.  

Beginning with verse 20, Paul begins to give us the Gospel message.  It was through Jesus Christ that God reconciled all things to Himself.  God worked through Jesus to change everything from an enmity to a friendship relationship to Him.  The word “reconcile” means also to change for all time with no possibility of genuine friendship reverting to enmity.  He then tells us the detail that this reconciliation was done through the death of Jesus on the cross.  He then makes us know that this change affects all of creation, both the material things and the immaterial things.  However we must be clear that Paul is not teaching universalism for justice will come to all creation either from the work of Jesus for His people or for the eternal punishment of those not included in the work of Jesus.

Matt 25:46 "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Paul also states in the Scripture below that all of creation will be affected ultimately by the work of Jesus Christ as everything will be subdued and subject directly to the purposes of God:

Rom 8:19-22 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.(20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (22) For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

In verse 21 Paul states the original state of all people before an application of the work of Jesus to us by the Holy Spirit.  Paul also wrote such a state for us in verses I already quoted:

Eph 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
In verse 22 Paul gives the “but God” although he uses the word “yet”:

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, (5) even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

It is remarkable to me that, although I was an enemy of God, He had mercy on me and reconciled me with Him through the blood of Jesus.  He did that so that I and all the chosen ones could be presented to Him in a pure state because of the double imputation of my sins paid for totally by Jesus and the righteousness of Jesus being placed on my account:

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

There is an “if” in verse 23, but it does not depend upon our works that will keep us in the faith.  Those who have really been redeemed are kept in faith forever by the works of God.  We continue in our walk in the world as we waffle from righteous to sinful behavior but, if we have really been redeemed, we will persevere.  Some verses of assurance of salvation include:

· Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

· John 3:15-16 that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life. (16) "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

· John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

· John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

· John 6:40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

· John 6:47 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

· Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Many of you know that I have a high view of the meaning of the word “faith”.  There is a legitimate usage of the word to mean “church doctrine” as when one talks about the Roman Catholic faith.  However here it means what I usually mean when I use the word.  It means our personal faith that was given to us by God:

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Paul next states that the gospel message was not hidden from the world and only available to those with some special insights into the hidden things of the spirit world as proclaimed by the pseudo-Gnostics.  He also clearly lets them know that he was made a minister of that gospel message and not that he is self-proclaimed, as were the false teachers.  
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