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Colossians 1:15-18
Col 1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.

Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.

Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Col 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.

The word “and” means that what follows is a continuation of what preceded.  The major heresy of the false teachers at Colossae was the declaration of a Jesus other than that of the Gospel.  I will repeat another statement of Paul because it is applicable here:

2Cor 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.

Remember that Jesus Christ had died and been resurrected just about 30 years prior to the writing of this letter and people were already twisting the truth because Satan had lost big time at the resurrection.  People continue to teach another Jesus as do the Mormons and the Muslims.  It is amazing that some teach that Jesus was just a great teacher when, if we carefully examine His teachings, He must be declared either as a mad man or an evil man.  The Jews thought Him evil and others think He was insane because He said that He was one with the Father.  Paul began his refutation of the false teachings by stating the truth about Jesus Christ.  In these four verses, Paul relates Jesus to deity, to creation, and to the church.  In the false teachings, such actions were given to angels.  In Galatians and Romans Paul had to defend the importance of Jesus in salvation and here he has to defend the cosmic significance of Jesus.

The Greek word translated “image” is “eikon” and relates the concepts of likeness and manifestation.  So Jesus is the image of the invisible God in that His incarnation brings Him within our sensory perception but with God being perfectly revealed in Him:

John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God [Jesus], who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

We Christians are also being transformed into this image in our sanctification process that will only be completed at our glorification:

· 2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

· 1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

That Jesus is the first-born of all creation has to be carefully interpreted.  The Greek word translated first-born is “prototokos” and is also used in Rom 8:29 and Heb 1:6:

· Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;

· Heb 1:6 And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says, "And let all the angels of God worship Him."

The Greek word “first-born” may mean priority in time and supremacy in rank.  From the other three verses Paul affirms that Jesus was involved in the creation of the universe and that He is involved in the maintenance of the universe.  Thus Paul is not saying that Jesus as God was created but that He was given a body that, after His resurrection, was glorified in the form that will be the same for us after our glorification (1John 3:2).  We see that Jesus then was before all things and still became like a man so that He could suffer the penalty for our sins.  The word “for” in verse 16 is in explanation of verse 15 to yield the interpretation just given.  God established the first-born concept among humans in that such a man would be the main inheritor of all owned by the father and he would be in charge of the estate.  This human setting helped to understand that Jesus is the Father’s heir and is in charge of all creation.  

In verses 16 and 17 we see that Jesus created all things and that the creation was for Him, that He existed before any created thing, and that He holds creation intact. The Father then mediated the creation of the universe and all in that universe both through Jesus and for Him.  Since the heresy consisted of supernatural beings, it may be that Paul is saying that whatever beings exist they were made by Jesus.  That Jesus is holding all creation together is fascinating as we see that He is responsible for the existing order of creation instead of what could have been chaos.  Since Paul said “all things” are held together, he is including the visible and the invisible.  Carol and I have verse 17 as our marriage verse (“In Jesus, all things hold together”)! 
In verse 18, Paul states that Jesus, and Him alone, is sovereign over the church.  The word “church” translates the Greek word “ekklesia” and means the assembly or congregation.  Paul also calls it the “body”.  The meaning of the combination is that the church is the body of Christ in that it is an organic whole consisting of the living parts of each child of God.  Jesus had previously prayed for the unity of believers:

John 17:20-21 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;(21) that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

Paul further states that Jesus is “the beginning” and by such he means the source of the creative beginning so that He is the origin and source of the church.  He again uses the word “first-born”, but in this context (and the following words) he means Jesus is the first person to be resurrected from the dead, never to die again.  This statement further places Him as Head of the church.  He ends these powerful verses by saying that Jesus alone has preeminence over all creation and especially the church.  Paul has thus established an argument to counter the false teachers who proclaimed other spiritual forces were involved in the church.  
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