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Now we continue with Colossians to learn more about our relationship with God as our Father and how we are to act as Christians in a sinful world. 

Col 1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

Col 1:10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Col 1:11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously

Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

Col 1:13 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,

Col 1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Paul asserts the previous verses for the reason that he has prayed for them.  His prayers have two focuses: the first is that they might be filled with the knowledge of His will and the second is that their walk would reflect that true knowledge.  To be filled with knowledge means that our entire being is permeated with that knowledge.  The Greek word for “knowledge” used here is “epignosis” and we note that it is a compound of the word “gnosis” that he probably is using in reference to the false truth being given to these people by the pre-Gnostic teachers as referred to in the introduction.  The word Paul used probably refers to the deep and accurate, or thorough, knowledge of the will of God as he goes on to state that it is in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  His second prayer is for their use of this knowledge in all that they do and say.  The knowledge of God is not just an intellectual pursuit but is to form the basis for our total walk in the world.  Every profession of a Christian is to be lived under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and everything we do, say, and think should be immersed in that knowledge.  It is only in living life in this manner that we can “please God in all respects”.  To walk worthy of the Lord is to be pleasing to Him in all that we do.  We represent Christ to the world and so our walk must be in harmony with Him and the church must show that unity to the world:

John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

John 17:22 "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one;

John 17:23 I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.

He then states some attributes of a life that pleases God.  It will bear fruit, grow in the knowledge, be strengthened for service, and joyfully giving thanks to God.  As said earlier, bearing fruit is the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the children of God and that fruit will be a witness to the world of the works of Jesus Christ.  As children of God, we should have an insatiable appetite for the Word of God.  The more “real” knowledge we obtain and use in our walk in the world the more of that knowledge we desire so that we can continuously grow in our representation of Him to the world.  Knowledge without application can be hypocritical but knowledge that makes us act more like Him is the goal of the Christian.  The strengthening with the power of God is to make our service to the Kingdom more effective in our lives and in the lives of those to whom we witness and disciple.  The result in the life of the child of God is to attain steadfastness and patience as we walk according to His vision for our life:

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

According to all of this mercy from God we certainly give thanks joyously.  When we look at what we are thankful for, we certainly should be full of joy: qualified us for inheritance, delivered us from darkness, and transferred us to Jesus’ kingdom.  It is in Jesus we have redemption in the forgiveness of our sins.  Our qualification for inheritance refers to that already given to those saints who are already in the light:

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

We are then in the same light as that of all of God’s children of all time.  God delivered us from the darkness of the realm of Satan who we had followed:

Eph 2:1-5 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).  

Darkness relates to sin, falsehood, and ignorance and is the domain of Satan and his servants. God then transferred us to the kingdom of Jesus:

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.

The kingdom of Jesus began at His resurrection and does not imply some specific geographic region but the hearts of people everywhere who belong to Him.  It is important to note the present tense of all of the above so that it is all available to us now and here!  He follows this wonderful message with the affirmation that all of the above is for us through the work of Jesus Christ who provided our redemption, our forgiveness of sins that we have now and forever.  Wow!
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