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Now we continue with Colossians to learn more about our relationship with God as our Father and how we are to act as Christians in a sinful world. 

Col 1:3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

Col 1:4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;

Col 1:5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel,

Col 1:6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;

Col 1:7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,

Col 1:8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.

Paul then gives them more assurances of his belief that they are true followers of the “real” Jesus Christ.  I have to put the word “real” in front of Jesus Christ because then and now there are people proclaiming a false Jesus Christ:

2Cor 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.
We should note that he begins by giving thanks to God because He is the one responsible for the redemption of these people.  He also is clear about who God is in that He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He also makes it known to them that he prays for them continually so that they are always in his mind and heart.  In verses four through eight he explains why he is thankful for the work of God in them.  He mentions four reasons for his thanksgiving: (1) their faith in Christ Jesus, (2) the love they have for all of the saints, (3) the hope that is stored for them in heaven, (4) and the fruit that they are bearing.  Paul heard of all these marvelous attributes from Epaphras who also told Paul and his fellow workers (probably Timothy and Luke, at least) of their love in the Spirit.  These verses then also speak of the influence of the entire Trinity.  Faith is a gift of God:

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Paul uses the Greek word “agape” for “love” and that means a love that is not reduced regardless of any sacrifice required to maintain the action.  It is an aspect of the fruit of the Spirit and is again a statement of Paul’s knowledge that they are true Christians.  The Greek word of hope is “elpis” and in this context means not an emotion or joyful expectation, but it denotes the thing that is hoped for (note he says “that is laid up for you in heaven”) as stated in the following:

· Gal 5:5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

· 1Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

The reference is to the glorious heavenly reward awaiting the people of God.  He states that the faith, love, and hope was revealed to them by the preaching of the Gospel message by Epaphras and is probably spoken in contrast to the false messages they have been receiving lately.  He then states how the bearing of fruit is in all the world and increasing.  He is exaggerating about the territory involved but he is also stating that such will occur.  They had been bearing this fruit ever since they had heard and understood the truthful grace of God.  Anyone can hear the Gospel message but only those whom God has redeemed can understand that grace. 

· Matt 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.
· 2Cor 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Paul then gives some characteristics of Epaphras.  This name is probably the shortened form of the name Epaphroditus who is mentioned also in Col 4:12, 13 and Philemon 23.  This is not the same person mentioned in Phil 2:23; 4:18 because he was a resident of the province of Macedonia and this Epaphras is a resident of the province of Asia.  Paul makes three wonderful statements about this person: he is a beloved fellow bond-servant, he is a faithful servant of Jesus Christ for the sake of Paul and his fellow workers in the faith, and he informed them of the love in the Spirit of the Christians at Colossae.  This is the only reference to the Holy Spirit in this book.  
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