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Last week I wrote about depending upon God and that such total dependence leads us away from anxiety. I mentioned some of the events happening in our world that can lead people toward having anxiety in their lives because of a lack of total dependence upon God. I received several good replies to that letter and a suggestion that I should emphasize the comfort of God and so that is the topic of this letter. It is a wonderful relief from worry and anxiety to understand the comfort of God. The Holy Spirit is referred to in some translations (KJV below) as the Comforter and Jesus promised to send Him to us. His role is essential in our live as a child of God and thus a follower of Jesus:
· John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
· John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever;
· John 14:26-27  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  (27)  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
· Psa 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

If you are a Christian then you are indwelt with the Holy Spirit and thus have access to the comfort of God in all situations.

2Cor 1:3-7  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  (4)  who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  (5)  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  (6)  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  (7)  and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.

I have taught on this section many times because it is such a comfort to us who have suffered and to those who are suffering.  Even though suffering can be very difficult, this passage helps us to understand some of the meanings in it.  Paul also makes it clear that the comfort comes from God even though it may come physically through some human.  The word for “blessed” literally means “to speak well of” and certainly the comfort and mercies that God gives to His children speaks incredibly well of Him.  Only Sovereign God could affect situations so that the comfort that He gives us in our afflictions will also be used to comfort other children of God.  It is also important for us to realize that the comfort God gives us in our afflictions is not just for us.  We are to constantly be looking for opportunities to “pass it on” as we encounter other children of God who suffer from similar afflictions.  The sufferings in Christ are not just the ordinary sufferings that all mankind experiences in the world but are those specific in our obedience and service to Jesus.  God does not promise persecution for the consequences of our unrepentant sins but for the persecutions of serving Jesus Christ.  We are promised such persecution:

2Tim 3:12 “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

Sinning Christians can expect God’s discipline and not his comfort (Heb 12:5-11).  We should not then feel like we are being persecuted in isolation for our life in Christ for such sufferings are in abundance to all of God’s children.  But, just as the afflictions are common, the comfort is also common to all saints.  We should patiently endure the sufferings for Christ because we know that God will also provide the needed comfort.  

Remember that “hope” does not have the same meaning when used in a Christian context as it does in a worldly context.  Our hope in the plan of God is firm for we know that God is sovereign over all events and, just as Paul was certain about the sufferings and comfort for fellow saints, we can be certain that we and fellow Christians will also have the comfort to more than balance any sufferings for service to Jesus Christ. 

Although much of the above refers to the persecutions we receive in the world because of our service to Jesus Christ they also refer to the problems we face in other worldly events such as loss of job due to the coronavirus and other events in the world. So we should all live in the comfort and trust of God in all situations we face and also know that our comfort should be passed on to other Christians. I pray the following for all of us:

· Rom 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
· 2Th 2:16-17  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,  (17)  comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

