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We have studied some aspects of the intermediate state, death, and the resurrected body. Now it is appropriate to study what the Bible tells us about the final dwelling place for Christians. Because of the correlation between the new creation and the new person, we will first give a little review of regeneration. Previously, two letters discussed regeneration (12/06/09) or the born-again occurrence (4/09/06). There have been many attempts to make light of the born-again experience. Some people have seemingly differentiated between being a Christian and being a born-again Christian. However Jesus made it clear that one must be born-again to enter the Kingdom of Heaven: “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."  (John 3:3 NAS77) The following is from the web site of J.I Packer: http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/packer_regen.html :
Regeneration has been defined as "an inner re-creating of fallen human nature by the gracious sovereign action of the Holy Spirit (John 3:5-8)." The Bible conceives salvation as the redemptive renewal of man on the basis of a restored relationship with God in Christ, and presents it as involving "a radical and complete transformation wrought in the soul (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23) by God the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5; Eph. 4:24), by virtue of which we become 'new men' (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10), no longer conformed to this world (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9), but in knowledge and holiness of the truth created after the image of God (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; Rom. 12:2)". Regeneration is the "birth" by which this work of new creation is begun, as sanctification is the "growth" whereby it continues (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18). Regeneration in Christ changes the disposition from lawless, Godless self-seeking (Rom. 3:9-18; 8:7) which dominates man in Adam into one of trust and love, of repentance for past rebelliousness and unbelief, and loving compliance with God's law henceforth. It enlightens the blinded mind to discern spiritual realities (1 Cor. 2:14-15; 2 Cor. 4:6; Col. 3:10), and liberates and energizes the enslaved will for free obedience to God (Rom. 6:14, 17-22; Phil. 2:13).

So being born again is an occurrence that every Christian must have experienced and therefore become a child of God (John 1:12). Thomas Boston was a 17th century theologian who claims that many members of churches are deluded into mistaking some partial changes they experience for the great and thorough change known as Regeneration. Some of his points are taken from the web site (http://www.theopedia.com/Thomas_Boston):
· People may engage in all the outward duties of religion, and yet not be born again. They may advance to a great deal of strictness in their own way of religion, and yet be strangers to the new birth.

· Sharp soul-exercises and pangs of conscience of themselves do not bring about the new birth.

· Regeneration is a real thorough change, whereby one is made a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17). The Lord God makes the creature a new creature, "as the goldsmith melts down the vessel of dishonor, and makes it a vessel of honor."

· Regeneration is a change of qualities or dispositions. Vicious qualities are removed, and contrary dispositions are replaced.

· Regeneration is a supernatural change. To be born again is to be born of the Spirit (John 3:5).

· It is a change into the likeness of God. "We, beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image" (2 Cor. 3:18).

· It is a complete change; "all things become new" (2 Cor. 5:17).

The use of the figure of new birth to describe this change emphasizes two facts about it.

· The first is its decisiveness. The regenerate man has forever ceased to be the man he was; his old life is over and a new life has begun; he is a new creature in Christ, buried with Him out of reach of condemnation and raised with him into a new life of righteousness (see Rom. 6:3-11; 2 Cor. 5:17; Col. 3:9-11).

· The second fact emphasized is the monergism of regeneration, which means that God alone is involved in the born-again experience.  Infants do not induce, or cooperate in, their own procreation and birth; no more can those who are "dead in trespasses and sins" prompt the quickening operation of God's Spirit within them (see Eph. 2:1-10). Spiritual vivification (bringing to life) is a free, and to man mysterious, exercise of divine power (John 3:8), not explicable in terms of the combination or cultivation of existing human resources (John 3:6), not caused or induced by any human efforts (John 1:12-13) or merits (Titus 3:3-7), and not, therefore, to be equated with, or attributed to, any of the experiences, decisions, and acts to which it gives rise and by which it may be known to have taken place.

Regenerate people do not practice sin but will rather seek to do righteousness, not to earn a place in God’s kingdom, but to please their new Father. After regeneration the process of sanctification occurs during which a regenerated person is transformed to be more Christ-like in his daily walk. The final step in salvation is receiving the resurrected body that was discussed in the November 11 letter. After the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, God will create a new heaven and new earth where He will dwell with His people in their resurrected bodies forever. This creation was foretold by Isaiah: “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.” (Isa 65:17).

Just as a person in his resurrected body is still the person known on earth, but without sin, the new heaven and earth are likely also to not be new from the standpoint of being different but new from the standpoint of being recreated without sin. If the Lord wills, the continuity between the regenerated person and the new creation of heaven and earth will be discussed next week. 
