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How pervasive is the concept of immortality? Is such predominantly a Christian perspective? The question of whether man continues to live in some form after physical death is very old as evidenced by: "If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait until my change comes.” (Job 14:14). The immortality of the soul has been held by the Babylonians, the Persians, the Egyptians, and other ancient peoples. There are several philosophical arguments on this subject such as the following:

· The historical argument is that generally there has always been belief in the immortality of the soul among all races and nations at all stages of civilization. It seems then that such a prevalent concept begs for it to be a natural instinct of human nature.

· The metaphysical argument is based upon the simplicity of the human soul that infers its indissolubility. Death results in bodies being reduced to their individual parts but the soul does not have such possibility of decomposition and hence even when the body dies the soul lives. This argument was put forward by Plato long ago.

· The teleological argument is based upon the seemingly almost inexhaustible capabilities of humans and the fact that all possible accomplishments are not ever fulfilled. For the most successful people such great accomplishments last only a short time. It seems that if God endowed people with such abilities it is illogical that He would not allow for further accomplishments after death. 

· The moral argument is based upon the observation that justice is hardly ever achieved on earth. Many evil people are never judged and many people suffer at the hands of such injustice. Thus there must be a future time when true justice will be accomplished for all.

The above may be compelling but they do not require belief in continued existence after physical death. The interest of readers of these letters is mainly on what the Bible teaches. The Bible never explicitly teaches the immortality of man but only of God:
1Tim 6:15-16 “ which He will bring about at the proper time--He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”
However this statement does not mean that none of God’s creatures are given immortality. It does mean that only God possesses this trait as an integral portion of His existence. He can, and does, endow this characteristic on others at His will. There are many passages in the Bible that imply the immortality of the soul. 

Consider first that the Old Testament does not explicitly teach of the immortality of the soul but it does so in an implied fashion. The OT teaches the relationship between God and man for communion with God and He has placed eternity in his heart (Ecc 3:11). The OT also clearly teaches that the dead descend to Sheol (Psa 167:10; 49:14, 15). The OT frequently warns against speaking to the dead, which certainly strongly implies that this is possible (Lev 19:31; 20:27; Deut 18:11; Isa 8:19; 29:4). OT passages assure the resurrection of the dead believers’ enjoyment of communion with God after death (Job 19:23-27; Psa 16:9-11; 17:15; 49:15; 73:24; Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2).  

The New Testament has clearer teachings about life after death since Jesus Christ has given more light to the subject particularly with His resurrection. The survival of the souls of believers is taught in Matt 10:28; Luke 23:43; John11:25; 2 Cor 5:1 as well as for the souls of the evil in Matt 11:21-24;  12:4; Rom 2:5-11; 2 Cor 5:10. The NT teaches that the body of believers will be resurrected into perfect communion with God forever in Luke 20:35, 36; John 5:25-29; 1 Cor 15; 1 Thess 4:16; Phil 3:21, and other passages. The bodies of evil persons will also have a resurrection but their bodies will suffer forever: John 5:29; Acts 24:15; Rev 20:12-15. The NT clearly teaches that the interaction of believers with God will be a wonderful interaction with Him in Matt 13:43; 25:34; Rom 2:7, 10; 1 Cor 15:49; Phil 3:21; 2 Tim 4:8; Rev 21:4; 22:3, 4. None of these verses clearly state that the soul is immortal but they all teach this implicitly: "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” (Matt 13:43) Since the resurrection of the physical body occurs later, this expression of the person in the intermediate state must be the soul. 

The resurrection of the body is clearly taught such as: “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.” (1 Thess 4:16) The central message of Scripture regarding the future state of man is the resurrection of the body. The Greeks and Plato taught of the body as being evil and only the soul being good. Scripture teaches that the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and not a tomb for the soul, that man is not complete without his body, and that there will be a resurrection of all bodies at the Parousia (the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ). Our bodies will then become like the body of Christ (Phil 3:21) and all believers will live on the new earth with God forever:

Phil 3:21 “who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.” 

Although the Bible then does not explicitly teach of the immortality of the soul, it does explicitly teach of believers enjoying and working with Christ during their intermediate state (see the previous letters on this doctrine: LT1238-1239) without bodies, which must then be their souls. We can then only use the phrase “immortality of man” realizing that this state only occurs after the resurrection of their bodies. Believers living at the time of the Parousia will not go through the intermediate state but will immediately be in their resurrected bodies:

1Co 15:51-52  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  (52)  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

Praise God for giving His children faith to be born again as His children eventually resulting in their resurrected bodies to spend eternity with Him. Also be sure to read my previous letter on the intermediate state.

Rom 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
