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 “Death”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, over 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
A brief overview of the Kingdom of God (KOG) was presented in the last letter. After taking a graduate course in the subject, I could have written a lot more. For those interested in more details I listed three good books on the subject. I tend to think of the KOG as having always existed for there never was a “time” when God was not reigning over His creation. However it is acceptable to think of the KOG coming into a new phase after the resurrection of Jesus Christ as previously discussed. Jesus Christ has been ruling the KOG for ~2000 years now and He will rule until the final enemy, death, is defeated. Then Jesus will turn the KOG over to the Father:
1Cor 15:21-26 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,  then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

Christians are all now in the KOG (Eph 2:5-6), we will enter it in a new form in the intermediate state, and then in a final form with our resurrected bodies. Death is currently a requirement to enter the intermediate state. But at the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ those claiming His name will not die to enter that state but willgo directly into glorified bodies to rule with Christ forever: “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” (1 Cor 15:51-52). 

Nobody but God knows when his life here is over. Death is an integral part of life since sin entered God’s creation. Scholars have debated whether man was created immortal and sin caused physical death of mankind or whether man was created mortal. The Bible clearly teaches that the cause of death in man is sin. Man is not just physical but also spiritual. The initial result of sin was the spiritual death of Adam and Eve, and they later died physically.  This result was ordained by God: “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."(Gen 2:16-17). The expression “in the day that you eat from it” does not mean that physical death would occur in that 24-hour time period but that is a Hebrew idiom meaning “as surely as you eat of it”. The same expression is used in Exodus 10:28 when Pharaoh is quoted as saying to Moses, “for in the day you see my face you shall die”. 

But how do we interpret “you will surely die” in Gen 2:17? The Hebrew verb muth primarily means a physical death so certainly this verse means that the result of eating from the forbidden tree will result in physical death. According to Scripture the fullest meaning of death is separation from God, so Gen 2:17 can be interpreted to mean that sin will eventually cause the physical death and immediately will cause a spiritual death. Because of the sin of Adam, everyone born since then was born spiritually dead: “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.” (Eph 2:1-2) If God had not intervened there would be no hope for sinful man to ever regain communion with God: 

Eph 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

The requirement for this spiritual life is rebirth: “Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3). This second birth is thus required because everyone enters the world spiritually dead (Eph 2:1). 

Christ had to suffer physical death to fully pay the penalty of sin for all of His people. That penalty has been fully paid, so the death of Christians is not part of the curse but a source of blessing as we are released from the power of sin:

· Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
· 2Cor 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
· 2Tim 1:10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
· Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

· Rev 21:4  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."
Although the process of dying may be very unpleasant, the result is a blessing that will be enjoyed by the Christian forever. Death, our last enemy (1 Cor 15:26), has been transformed by the work of Jesus Christ into our friend as it opens the door to eternal heavenly blessings. One reason we pray for the second coming of our Lord is so that we will not have to physically die but be immediately with the Lord: “He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev 22:20)
We can never cover all details of any subject related to God, but we all need to be sure that we are spending most of our time on our sanctification by obeying this command: “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 2:12). 
