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Worldview is a complicated topic and will require several letters, so be sure to keep them together for total reference.  We are now continuing with the third chapter.  We previously emphasized that:
 
Facts or information have no meaning unless interpreted by some framework or context of thought. 

But equally important is:

The same facts can be interpreted in vastly different ways by using different frameworks.

I think that this is a good time to use some examples and to take a break from some theory.  I will return to some theory later.  Let’s take an example using the above regarding different frameworks for the same data.  We will consider events in life as examples.  The two frameworks will be 

A.) Those people who assume that there is no god or they worship a non-Biblical God.
B.) Those people who assume or know that there is a Biblical God.  

Please remember from our previous letters about the attributes of God that all of those attributes must be present for us to be talking about the Biblical God.  

1.) A 22 year old person is killed in a car wreck by a drunk driver.  Both groups of people will, of course, be very sad about the situation, but they will have different reactions.
Group A.) These people react with comments like “he died before his time”, “he could have been such a great benefit to society if he had not died”, and “I hope that the drunk will know that my hate of him will continue as long as I live”.  Since to them there is no life after death the friends and relatives have no comfort of ever seeing the loved one again.  
Group B.) God has set the time of our death before we are born so his death was known by God before the foundation of the world was set.  We know that nobody dies “before his time”.  If the person killed was a Christian then those left behind have great comfort knowing that the person is in heaven glorifying God and one day we will all be together forever.  We will forgive the drunk and pray for his salvation.  Even though we are sad now we will quickly find the peace of God in our lives leading us to know that God is sovereign.  

2.) A person, Joe, is passed over for promotion at work.
Group A.) I am much more talented than Joe so I know that I must have been passed over because the boss does not like me.  I will file a grievance against my boss.  I hate Joe because he was promoted over me.  I hate the boss because he discriminated against me.  I will find some friends who will understand my situation and we can all get back at them.  I cannot get the situation out of my mind and I start going to a local bar to drink and talk to people about how I have been mistreated.  I start showing up for work drunk and then I get fired.
Group B.)  I know that God is sovereign and if He wanted me to have that promotion it would have been offered to me.  I congratulate Joe and tell him that I will support him in his new job.  I thank the boss for considering me and tell him that I will continue to support the company and the individuals involved.  I hear people talking about how I was mistreated and I ask them to not talk like that for I was not mistreated.  I am content where God has placed me and I will continue to praise Him.

3.)  We are asked to vote concerning abortion.  
Group A.)  A fetus is not a person so there is no problem with terminating its existence before it is born.  The life of the mother must always be considered first and if the fetus could cause the mother anxiety then abortion is favored.  
Group B.)  The killing of a baby is murder and should never be sanctioned.  He/she is a person since inception so whatever action we consider against a unborn child should be treated legally the same as if the action were taken against an adult.  

4.)  We are asked to vote about making suicide and the taking of life by a physician legal when the person requests such (assisted suicide or euthanasia).  
Group A.)  There is no sanctity to life so if someone would rather die then so what?  Since there is no god, we do not have to answer to a “higher authority” so if the person is consenting there should not be any legal problems for either act.  After all, it is the “quality” of life that is important.  
Group B.)  Life is a gift of God and the time of death of that person has been written by God before the person is born.  The termination of life outside of natural causes should never be sanctioned.  

Without question, knowing God and believing His word impacts every aspect of our lives, our decisions, our desires, our goals, our understanding of who we are and our purpose for living.  

I could go on with many more examples but I will stop here and ask that you contribute some examples of how life is treated differently by people depending upon whether or not their world view considers God to exist.  I encourage you to discuss such applications with some of your friends.  
