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[bookmark: _GoBack]Many of you wrote me offering prayers for my health and thanks for the letters. I am so very grateful to all of you for your love of the Lord and for lifting me up to Him. Praise the Lord!

So far we have briefly studied the salvation concepts of atonement, regeneration, concupiscence, sanctification, justification, double imputation, faith, regeneration (or born again), and doctrines. An understanding of these concepts is certainly not required for a person to be a child of God but it does give a lot of strength and peace when properly understood. Today we briefly study His providence. As stated earlier, the providence of God is the way He carries out His decrees in time. Exactly how God combines His providential control with our willing and significant choices is not explained to us, but we know that such is true. We must not become fatalistic for we all make choices every day, and those choices can be either pleasing or displeasing to God. When a child of God sins he is accountable to God, and God will discipline him: 
· Heb 12:6“For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.” (Heb 12:6). 
· Rom 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.
· 2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
Some of His providence involves our existence being foreordained by God:
· Psalm 139:16 Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
· Jer 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."
· Job 14:5 "Since his days are determined, The number of his months is with Thee, And his limits Thou hast set so that he cannot pass.
· Acts 17:26-28 and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said,' For we also are His offspring.'
· Gal 1:15 But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased
God has made every person to fulfill His decree: “The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil.” (Proverbs 16:4) The example of Pharaoh (Rom 9:14-24) is a good example of how God uses evil for His glory and the good of His people. Joseph’s life is an example of how even if man’s plans are for evil, God uses them for His good purposes: 
· Gen 50:20“And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.” (Gen 50:20).
· Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 
God decrees that evil will come in the world but we must never blame Him as the source. His bringing evil about by secondary causes never renders Him guilty. 
· Isa 45:7 “The One forming light and creating darkness, causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these.”
· James 1:13-14 “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.”  
Evil done by people in the world is always based upon their choices and they will be judged for those actions: 
Isaiah 66:3b-66:4“As they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delights in their abominations, so I will choose their punishments, and I will bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. And they did evil in My sight, and chose that in which I did not delight.”  
Our choices and actions have real consequences and do impact on events in the world. Prayer does not change God’s mind but it does change us and conform us more to His will, which then affects our actions. We should act in accordance with our best knowledge of the character of God and trust Him as did Joab who fought and trusted God (2 Sam 10:12). The Bible clearly informs us that world history and personal stories have relevance only in the light of the incarnation of Jesus. Even non-righteous events such as the lustful dealings of Judah with Tamar (Gen 38) become part of the genealogy of the Messiah (Matt 1:3). Caesar Augustus was ruling in Rome for the sake of the baby in the manger. Jesus Christ is the center of the providence of God for His role was established before the foundation of the world: “For He [Jesus] was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.” (1 Peter 1:20). Even though God predestined the Cross for Jesus, those who carried it out in time still have moral blame: “For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” (Luke 22:22).  

Jesus rules over everything:
· Heb 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;
· 1Cor 15:27 For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He [the Father] is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.
· Rom 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
· Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

Today we should praise God for His decrees and His providence, thank Jesus Christ for His sacrifice and rule, and thank God for our role in this world as His children. 
