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[bookmark: _GoBack]So far we have briefly studied the salvation concepts of atonement, regeneration, concupiscence, sanctification, justification, double imputation, faith, and regeneration (or born again). An understanding of these concepts is certainly not required for a person to be a child of God but it does give a lot of peace when they are properly understood. Today we discuss the doctrines of God. The word derives from the Greek “didache”, and the Latin “doctrina”, both meaning “to teach”. 

The word doctrine has evolved and today its most accepted meaning is: “what the whole Bible teaches us about a particular topic”. Using the word in this way allows for very broad or very narrow application. The apostle Paul gave us the first twelve chapters of Romans which present many of the doctrines of God. The development of Biblical concepts of doctrines gained acceptance in various educational areas. Such doctrines are usually studied in the order: Doctrine of God (theology), Doctrine of man (anthropology), Doctrine of Christ (Christology), Doctrine of applied salvation (Soteriology), Doctrine of the Church (Ecclesiology), and Doctrine of last things (Eschatology). 

Theologians often differentiate between major and minor doctrines. I call these points and pernts. Points, or major doctrines, would be items that distinguish between Christians and non-Christians such as the humanity/divinity, physical death, and physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. Pernts, or minor doctrines, would be items that do not determine whether or not people are Christian, such as the mode of baptism, the color of the carpet, and theories of End Times. Although discussions on minor doctrines can become heated, they should not be items of separation between believers. An elaboration on this terminology can be read at my notes: http://Livingtheology.com/Romans.htm (choose chapter 14).

Providence is a word that we hope to elaborate upon next week. It does not appear in the Bible but certainly does represent a biblical doctrine represented by such verses as: 
· Gen 50:20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.” 
· Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Doctrine is used by Paul and John in verses warning people to maintain the proper teaching of Christ and translated as “teaching”:
· Rom 16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
· 2John 1:9-11 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.
Teaching false doctrines is a scheme by church enemies that caused problems from the beginning of the church as indicated by the following:
· Mat 15:8-9 this people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.  but in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.
· 1Tim 1:3 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines,
· 1Tim 4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.
John also speaks of the importance of Christians abiding in the proper doctrine concerning Jesus Christ (1 John 2:27). Although he does not use the word “doctrine” in these verses, he continually points out items that differ from proper doctrine and warns his readers to maintain the proper understanding of Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. John also wrote in his gospel that Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would be the Teacher:  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

Christians must continually test all doctrine with the Bible as there are many people offering their interpretations of Bible doctrine that are actually in conflict with the Bible. Paul told Timothy in 1Tim 1:3 to tell some men not to teach strange doctrines. The Greek word translated “strange” can mean different and, in context, he means some teachings that were different from the true gospel message. Paul similarly warned others (Gal 1:6; 2 Cor 11:4) of such wrong teachings and above in 1Tim 4:1-3 we see that Paul referred to people paying attention even to doctrines of demons. Matthew recorded (Matt 15:8-9) that Jesus warned of people teaching precepts of men as doctrines. 

The world hates Christian doctrine because it excludes all other religious teachings. One of the main tenets of postmodernism is pluralism, which posits the independent validity of every religion. This teaching is that the “truth” of every religion is valid even if there is conflict among the various doctrines of the religions. In other words, they teach that there is no actual truth but every “truth” is valid for the individual even if such conflicts with the “truths” of other religions. According to this widespread philosophy there is no such concept as absolute truth. But Jesus said that He is the truth, He came to bear witness to the truth, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, and the truth will set us free (John 14:6; 18:37; 16:13; 8:32). 

Christians must insist upon their doctrine being based solely on the Bible: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1John 4:1)

