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This is the last portion of Joel that I will cover in these letters. I pray that they have been helpful in understanding that God will bring His justice to the world and we can have peace in knowing that will come.
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Joel 3:1-3 
"For behold, in those days and at that time, When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, (2) I will gather all the nations And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; And they have divided up My land. (3) "They have also cast lots for My people, Traded a boy for a harlot And sold a girl for wine that they may drink. 

There will be a time when God will judge the earth and He will restore the fortunes of His people. At that time He will gather all the nations to the valley of judgment. Although Joel uses a name to imply that there will be a literal valley, he is making a play on words for Jehoshaphat means judgment. God will bring judgment on those nations because of how they treated His people and His land that He had given to His people. God brings three charges against the nations. The first is that they had scattered His people among the nations. This dispersion would involve that which happened after the fall of Jerusalem and their continued persecution and scattering after that time. The second charge is that they had divided His land. Even though such a division was prophesied by Amos, the people who caused the dividing are still responsible for their actions:
Amos 7:17 "Therefore, thus says the LORD, 'Your wife will become a harlot in the city, your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword, your land will be parceled up by a measuring line and you yourself will die upon unclean soil. Moreover, Israel will certainly go from its land into exile.'"
The third charge is that God’s people were so cheaply valued that the heathen cast lots for them, they had traded a body for a harlot, and they had sold a girl for wine to drink. 

Joel 3:4-8
"Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon and all the regions of Philistia? Are you rendering Me a recompense? But if you do recompense Me, swiftly and speedily I will return your recompense on your head. (5) "Since you have taken My silver and My gold, brought My precious treasures to your temples, (6) and sold the sons of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in order to remove them far from their territory, (7) behold, I am going to arouse them from the place where you have sold them, and return your recompense on your head. (8) "Also I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the sons of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation," for the LORD has spoken. 

The Lord is speaking directly to the Phoenicians as he reminds them that God is no respecter of persons and certainly they are no threat to Him. Their crimes were among the most inhuman of crimes as they dealt in human trafficking. He states that if they think they can take vengeance against God then He will quickly repay them in kind. In verses five and six God details the charges against them. Not only had they plundered the houses of His people and taken their treasures to the pagan temples, they had also sold the Jewish children to Greek slave-traders. God says that He will return the people from the slavery and punish the Phoenicians in like manner. Verse eight may have been fulfilled in near time when Alexander took Tyre and sold 30,000 of them to some Jews who were friends of Alexander in about 332 B.C. They then sold them to the inhabitants of Sheba, a country the Jews thought was at the end of the earth: "The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. (Matt 12:42) 

Joel 3:9-12
Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up! (10) Beat your plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, "I am a mighty man." (11) Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, And gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones. (12) Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations. 

The call now is for all people to fight with even the farmers called to fight by turning their tools into weapons. Afterward they can change the weapons to tools (Isa 2:4). Even the weak are called into battle and to call themselves mighty men. God then calls all nations to gather there for this battle. In the midst of this revelation from God, Joel calls on God to bring His mighty ones to destroy this army being assembled against Him. This reference is to the angelic host: The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness. (Psa 68:17). All the nations are called to awaken and bring themselves to the Valley of Jehoshaphat or Armageddon (Rev 16:14). God is there waiting for them so as to judge them all. 

Joel 3:13-17
Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. (14) Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. (15) The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness. (16) The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. (17) Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no more. 

Joel now relates God sending forth His reapers into the world because it is filled with wickedness. This valley of warfare is now called the valley of decision as it is the place where God will show His judgment on the world. Changes in the physical world are depicted perhaps because of the great clouds of smoke and debris from the warfare. Stars often represent the rulers. God is then seen as coming forth from Zion as a roaring lion as the heavens and earth tremble at His voice. Amos also relates this experience: "The LORD roars from Zion And from Jerusalem He utters His voice; And the shepherds' pasture grounds mourn, And the summit of Carmel dries up." (Amos 1:2) At this point the world will know that there is only one God who is now revealing Himself. Because of the presence of God in Jerusalem, it will be holy and no strangers will ever come to it again. 

Joel 3:18-21
And in that day The mountains will drip with sweet wine, And the hills will flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; And a spring will go out from the house of the LORD To water the valley of Shittim. (19) Egypt will become a waste, And Edom will become a desolate wilderness, Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, In whose land they have shed innocent blood. (20) But Judah will be inhabited forever And Jerusalem for all generations. (21) And I will avenge their blood which I have not avenged, For the LORD dwells in Zion.

This section demonstrates that God will restore the world even if His people do not repent and properly worship Him. It would have been extremely uplifting for Joel and his followers to know that such a day awaits those for whom God has prepared this day. The working out of His will is not dependent upon any actions by His people but purely a result of His desires. The acts of Egypt may be the violence in invasions of an Egyptian pharaoh in ca 926 B.C. given in 1 Kings 14:25-26. 

We can look back and see that God has provided the way for salvation for all that trust in the work of Jesus Christ. The people who interpret Scripture according to a pre-millennialist viewpoint think this is now referring to the millennial time period. Since I do not follow such a method, I believe these verses are referring to a time in the new earth with Judah and Jerusalem inhabited forever and all evil places will no longer be present. God will indeed avenge the blood of His people as such people will spend eternity in hell away from God who dwells in Zion. 


