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 “Zephaniah 3”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, over 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
We are continuing a study of some OT books to help us better understand God’s mercy and judgment. Please study each of these letters on Zephaniah carefully for they apply to how God may treat our country. 

Zep 2:1-3 
Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame, (2) Before the decree takes effect-- The day passes like the chaff-- Before the burning anger of the LORD comes upon you, Before the day of the LORD'S anger comes upon you. (3) Seek the LORD, All you humble of the earth Who have carried out His ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility. Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of the LORD'S anger. 

Zephaniah continues with a description of the Day of the Lord but now he gives an admonition for the humble to seek repentance. Gathering together is a phrase usually used to describe bringing together firewood for burning. He describes them as a nation without shame and that is a huge insult. It is often said that such is the state of our country now as it views itself as self-sufficient. He states that this Day of the Lord will come quickly as days seem to quickly pass like chaff before the wind. There is no hope for anyone else but the humble could still be saved from God’s wrath. If they seek the Lord by seeking righteousness and humility there is a possibility (“perhaps”) they will be spared in this awful Day of Judgment. The fact that all nations are accountable to God is counter to secular thought. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pluralism is rampant in the world now with the teaching that there is no one true God or religion. The majority of people believe that all religions are equally valid if they seem true to the person; most philosophers believe all religions are false, and most rulers think of all religions as being equally useful. Remarkably, in our irrational world many people can agree with all three opinions! The second harmful tendency in our world is compartmentalism, which states that various aspects of a person’s philosophies must be kept on the “reservation”. In compartmentalism, a person can believe whatever he wishes but that must not be brought out of the reservation to invade any other person’s region of influence. Considering many areas of a person’s life, we can visualize a person with total compartmentalism as the diagram on the left and a person who allows all areas to interact as on the right:
[image: ][image: ]
A compartmentalized person then does not allow his religion to interfere with any decisions in any other area of his life. We frequently hear such people say something like: “My religion does not influence my political decisions”. An integrated person then does allow all areas to interact so his daily decisions are all interrelated. Obviously Christians should not allow the concept of compartmentalization to be his standard. 

Zep 2:4-7
For Gaza will be abandoned And Ashkelon a desolation; Ashdod will be driven out at noon And Ekron will be uprooted. (5) Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, The nation of the Cherethites! The word of the LORD is against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines; And I will destroy you So that there will be no inhabitant. (6) So the seacoast will be pastures, With caves for shepherds and folds for flocks. (7) And the coast will be For the remnant of the house of Judah, They will pasture on it. In the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening; For the LORD their God will care for them And restore their fortune. 

The four cities of verse four represent all of Philistia:

[image: ]

The early history of Philistia is unknown but they were well established on the eastern coast at the time of Abraham (ca 2000 BC). Zephaniah does not discuss the reasons for God’s judgment on Philistia probably because they were well stated by Amos in his writings. Being driven out at noon is rather unusual for that is the hottest time of the day and usually reserved for siesta so this probably means that their fall will occur at a time least expected. Cherethites or Kerethites is used of the Philistines probably because of a branch of them: therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will stretch out My hand against the Philistines, even cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast. (Ezek 25:16) The body guard for David consisted of Kerethites and Pelethites (2 Sam 8:18). The seacoast was heavily settled but it would become a place suited only for shepherds and sheep pens. 

The remnant of Judah would then be given a place to settle in an area that was formally occupied by their enemies. This renewal was only for the remnant of the people of Judah whom God would bless and restore their fortunes.  
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