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This parable is from Matt 18:21-35:

“Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. "And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents. "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. "The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.' "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.' "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?' "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."

This is a long parable and it takes a lot of space in my letter but that is ok!  It is very important that you read the entire parable thoroughly before you read what I write.  Also I put in the bridge (Matt 18:21-22) to the parable because it makes the context very clear.  Remember that a text without context is a pretext.  John Wesley commented after reading verse 21, “If this is Christianity, where do they live?”  Rev. Wesley wanted to live wherever people would forgive seven times since forgiving someone three times was highly unusual.  Then Jesus said, not seven but 490 times!  Of course, Jesus made a hyperbolic statement as He was saying “You should always forgive.”  

The entire 15 verses are about forgiveness and the sentence Jesus added as recorded by Matthew in Matt 18:35 is critical to our understanding of this parable.  Also related to the meaning of this parable are the two sentences recorded at the end of the Disciples Prayer (Matt 6:9-13):

Matt 6:14 "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
Matt 6:15 "But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

I think that most of us are spiritually mature enough to know that Jesus is not teaching works-based salvation.  We are not saved by forgiving others.  Next week I will dig into the meaning of this parable more but let’s first look at some details.  The money owed by the slave was 10,000 talents.  A talent weighed 75 pounds so the debt would weigh 750,000 pounds.  We do not know if Jesus was referring to gold or silver basis but we may suppose that He was referring to the more valuable of the two types of talents.  There are 12 ounces to a pound in the troy weight system so the debt amounted to 9,000,000 ounces of gold.  To arrive at a comparable amount of money to our time we may use the current price of gold at $750 per ounce.  Thus in today’s currency the amount of money owed to the king was $6,750,000,000.  This is an astronomical debt that the slave could not possibly repay and that is precisely the point Jesus is making.  The king then threatened to have the slave, his wife, and his children all sold into slavery to recoup some of his loss.  The slave begged for mercy (v. 26) even though he knew he could not possibly repay the dept.  The king showed great mercy in forgiving the debt of the slave and to even release him from slavery.  

The freed slave then went and found a slave who owed him 100 denarii.  A denarii is a day’s wage, and for a common laborer 100 denarii would be about a third of the wages he would earn in a year.  In today’s economy at a low wage that would be roughly $6,000, which is a significant sum but not in the same ball park with what the former slave owed the king.  The slave begged for time to repay him but the former slave refused and had him thrown into prison until he could pay back what was owed.  This second slave could have repaid his debt in about three months but the former slave, who could never have repaid his debt, refused to have any mercy.  His cold actions revealed his true heart.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The debt we owe God is infinite since He alone is Holy and even our righteousness is as filthy rags.  Even living in hell forever we still could not repay the debt we own God.  But He has forgiven us because His wrath for our sins was poured out on Jesus Christ.  A heart that truly has been regenerated by the work of the Holy Spirit will forgive the comparably insignificant debts owed us by others.  

If the Lord wills, we will continue this discussion next week.  

