Living Theology Friends1929
Leon Combs, M.A., M.Div., Ph.D.
 July 14, 2019
 “Parables: Head of Household”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, over 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 

Matt 13:52 And He said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings forth out of his treasure things new and old."

[bookmark: _GoBack]Scribes were persons very adept at writing skills as they copied texts and taught the subject.  The scribes of the time of Jesus were mainly Pharisees.  During the exile into Babylon they seemed to have become expert at copying, preserving, and teaching the Word of God.  Ezra was such a scribe:

Ezra 7:6 “This Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given; and the king granted him all he requested because the hand of the Lord his God was upon him.”

Of course Jesus is not referring here to a “normal” scribe but one who has been taught about the kingdom of heaven.  God works the miracle of a new birth in whomever He chooses and whenever He chooses.  Paul was a Pharisee and God changed him into a disciple of Jesus Christ.  We were all sinners until God did His miraculous work on us.  In this parable Jesus is telling us who have become His disciples some of what we should do for the kingdom on earth.  

The head of a household is the person in charge and the leader of the household.  Therefore he is to set the example for the others in his diligence concerning his tasks.  Applying this job description to a disciple of Jesus, He tells us that we should be teaching as a scribe the items in the treasure.  Teaching as a scribe would mean teaching the material from the standpoint of a person well-versed in the subject.  For the leader to be bringing forth out of the treasure things old and new means the writings of the Old Testament as well as the writings that would come forth (from their perspective) concerning the life and works of Jesus and His disciples (what we call the New Testament).  

This is a very important lesson for us because many modern Christians tend to almost ignore the Old Testament, which is the basis for the New Testament.  We are told some of the wonders of the Old Testament:

Psa 19:7 “The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
Psa 19:8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
Psa 19:9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether.
Psa 19:10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
Psa 19:11 Moreover, by them Thy servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.”

Prov 3:13 “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding.
Prov 3:14 For its profit is better than the profit of silver, And its gain than fine gold.
Prov 3:15 She is more precious than jewels; And nothing you desire compares with her.
Prov 3:16 Long life is in her right hand; In her left hand are riches and honor.
Prov 3:17 Her ways are pleasant ways, And all her paths are peace.
Prov 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who hold her fast.”

Paul tells us that the older writings are for our instruction:
Rom 15:4 “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

1Cor 10:11 “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”

Col 2:2 “that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,
Col 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Col 2:4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with persuasive argument.”

The world will attempt to delude us, and without a proper understanding of the entire Word of God we can be misled.  Paul then told us that all of the Word of God is inspired by God and needed by the child of God:
2Tim 3:14 “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them;
2Tim 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
2Tim 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;
2Tim 3:17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

Let us all then be diligent like the scribe Ezra:

Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.”

