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This Sunday Christians celebrate our highest holy day so it needs to be discussed in this letter. I will use the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians for this study. Paul gives a defense of the basic tenet of Christianity: the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This is the topic that is the most attacked by the enemies of Christianity and they are really going for the jugular.  If the physical resurrection of Jesus did not occur then Christianity is meaningless.  No other religion has such a vulnerable point for no other religion is based upon the teachings of a person who was physically raised from the dead.  Actually I do not classify Christianity as a religion.  A religion is an organization where people study the requirements for membership, affirm their intent to follow those requirements, and live a life in accord with those requirements to the best of their ability.  Islam is an example of a religion. Here is a definition of religion:
From Merriam-Webster: “Religion is a personal set or institutionalized system of religious attitudes, beliefs, and practices; scrupulous conformity to a cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to with ardor and faith commitment or devotion to religious faith.”
Contrary to what many people say, all people are not children of God.  So Christianity is the Family of God and not a religion. A Christian is a child of God and we do not earn that right by our actions: John 1:12 "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,"

It is indeed critical that each child of God understand the importance of the occurrence of the physical resurrection and be ready to defend it.  At the end of this letter I have listed twelve appearances of Jesus after His resurrection. 

1Cor 15:1 “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,
1Cor 15:2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.”

Paul is now delivering the Gospel message in a concise manner to them.  He calls them brethren but defines that term depending upon whether or not these people are really children of God.  A true child of God will never recant his belief for he is not just someone who has believed the Gospel as the world uses the term “believe”.  A child of God has been born again into the family of God and he has been given faith from God (see http://livingtheology.com/Faith.htm) from which trust and belief flow, never to be retarded.  Every true child of God holds fast to the truth of the Gospel forever.  

1Cor 15:3 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
1Cor 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
1Cor 15:5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
1Cor 15:6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;
1Cor 15:7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;
1Cor 15:8 and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.
1Cor 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”

Now Paul elaborates the basic message of the truth of God concerning His actions toward bringing His people into the family of God:
1. Christ died for the sins of His chosen people.
2. Christ was buried.
3. He arose from the dead at the precise time according to Scripture.
4. He appeared to many people (see the list at the end of this letter).
Paul then refers to himself as the least of the Apostles, not in importance but in the time of appointment by Jesus.  He refers to himself as not fit to be called an apostle because of how he persecuted the church of God.  The pain of his treatment of Jesus by his persecution of the church of God was with him all his life but it also caused him to glorify God because of the work of God in the life of such a sinner.  We can all identify with Paul in at least some manner because we have been chosen to be a child of God in spite of our previous actions against Him.  

1Cor 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.
1Cor 15:11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.”

We can also all say with Paul, “I am what I am” meaning that it is only by the grace of God that we are children of God.  We do not deserve anything from Him except condemnation but He chose us to be His children.  God’s grace toward bringing His children from spiritual death to spiritual life is never in vain.  Because of the action of God’s grace in Paul, he was able to labor for His cause on earth even more than all the other Apostles.  He then goes on to give credit to all who preached the true Gospel message that resulted in the rebirth of many of the people in Corinth.  

1Cor 15:12 “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
1Cor 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;
1Cor 15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.”
1Cor 15:15 “Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.
1Cor 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;
1Cor 15:17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.
1Cor 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.
1Cor 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”

However there were people in the church of Corinth who were teaching that there was no resurrection.  Perhaps they had been taught by the Sadducees since they did not believe in any resurrection of the dead.  It is interesting to note that even Moses taught of a resurrected life:
Luke 20:37-38 "But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the burning bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. "Now He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; for all live to Him."
These people were teaching such an error in a church where that truth was essential for the existence of a church of God.  So Paul attacks this false teaching vigorously.  He lays out the truth very clearly in that if Christ had not been resurrected then there was no truth in His ministry and death.  If there was no truth in His ministry and death then no sins have been forgiven and nobody has been given faith by God.  The world has its own meaning of “faith” and if the resurrection is not true then the only faith that these people had was the worthless faith of the world, which is taken to be synonymous with belief and trust.   He continues in that if the resurrection of Christ is false then all who had professed a belief in Jesus as the Son of God and had died then they were just dead and gone never to appear again.  If anybody follows the teaching of Jesus as a way of life here but the resurrection is not true then such people are to be pitied over all people.  

1Cor 15:20 “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.
1Cor 15:21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.
1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.
1Cor 15:23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming,
1Cor 15:24 then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.
1Cor 15:25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.
1Cor 15:26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.”

Paul now repudiates the false teaching of no resurrection to assert that indeed Christ has been raised from the dead as the first of all who have died with a true trust in Him.  All of God’s people will be resurrected one day to live forever with Him in a physically resurrected body.  Adam’s sin resulted in spiritual death that was passed on to all people since him.  But Jesus brought spiritual life as a reality for all of God’s people.  Paul then goes into some eschatology for there is an order to physical reality.  First came the resurrection of Jesus, then at the second coming of Jesus there will be a resurrection of all those who had been already spiritually born, finally there will be a real end of physical reality as we experience it today.  At this end time Jesus will abolish all the worldly authority and power and deliver the kingdom of God to God the Father.  Jesus is reigning now in the kingdom but it is not complete until the end time when He will put all of his enemies under His subjection.  Praise the Lord, the final enemy to be put to death will be death itself!  
Appearances of Jesus after His Resurrection

1. He appeared to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18) near the tomb on the morning of the first day.
2. He appeared to Mary Magdalene, the other Mary (the mother of James and Joseph) and possibly Salome (Matt 28:9-10) near the tomb on the morning of the first day.
3. He appeared to Peter (Luke 24-33-35, 1 Cor 15:5) at an unknown place on the first day.
4. He appeared to two disciples, one named Cleopas, (Luke 24:13-32) on the road to Emmaus on the afternoon of the first day.
5. He appeared to the ten disciples minus Judas and Thomas, the two from Emmaus, and other disciples (Luke 24:36-43, John 20:19-25) in the upper room on the evening of the first day.
6. He appeared to Thomas and the ten disciples (John 20:26-31) in the upper room on the evening of the eighth day.
7. He appeared to seven disciples (John 21) on the Sea of Galilee at an unknown time.
8. He appeared to five hundred believers (Matt 28:16-20, 1 Cor 15:6) at Galilee at an unknown time.
9. He appeared to James (His half-brother) (1 Cor 15:7) at Galilee at an unknown time.
10. He appeared to the eleven disciples (Luke 24:44-49) in Jerusalem probably during the last week before His ascension.
11. He appeared to the eleven disciples and probably others (Luke 24:50-52, Acts 1:4-11) at the Mount of Olives on the fortieth day after His resurrection (Ascension Day).
12. He appeared to Paul (1 Cor 15:8, Acts 9:3-6) on the road to Damascus sometime after His ascension.  



