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Previously we studied the judgments that everyone will face and the intermediate state to which everyone will go. Now we will briefly examine some aspects of the Kingdom of God that will be of interest for all Christians. For further study I recommend “The Kingdom of God” by John Bright, “The Kingdom of God” by Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and “The Greatness of the Kingdom” by Alva J. McClain. One reads in the Bible about the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven which are synonymous. Matthew was writing primarily to Jews and he wrote of the Kingdom of Heaven because the Jews were careful about using the divine name. The Kingdom of God (KOG) is the central theme of the teachings of Jesus Christ. Some teachers have stated that the KOG is only in the future, some state that it is exclusively present, while others state that it is both present and in the future. John the Baptist preached about it: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." (Matt 3:2). Jesus essentially repeated John as recorded in Mark 1:15: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

However there is a difference between what was said by John the Baptist (John B.) and by Jesus. Jesus said that “the time is fulfilled”. Because of who He is, Jesus preached what John B. was unable to say: “The kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matt 12:28). John B. preached the coming promise and Jesus was the fulfillment of that promise, which was a new event in history. Jesus clearly taught that the KOG was already present in His ministry: “nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst." (Luke 17:21). I consider the KOG began before creation since God has always existed and ruled and has continued ever since. The New Testament presents the KOG as a realm absolutely ruled by God that people spiritually enter while on earth and still await the full entrance after death. So, the KOG is now and not yet.

It is challenging to define the KOG because the Bible does not explicitly do so. Paul’s words are helpful but not a definition: “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom 14:7) The most acceptable definition is that the KOG is the rule of God rather than a territory and the NT makes it clear that the KOG is under the reign of Jesus Christ. The following two parables referring to the kingdom of heaven have often been misinterpreted by saying that people should sell all they have and buy it. But the kingdom of heaven cannot be bought by anyone other than God! 

· Matt 13:44"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”  
· Matt 45-46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

Briefly these two parables should be understood as follows:
· Parable of treasure in a field.	 The man is the Son of Man and for joy He purchases the field (the world) in order to have the treasure (the church). The Teaching: Jesus is the one who bought the field—with joy for those who would be His. Man cannot purchase anything from God.  Everything from God is by His grace! The treasure will be disclosed in a time future from its purchase. 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Pet. 1:17-19
· Parable of pearl of great value. The merchant is the Son of Man. The pearl of great value is the church. Pearls begin as a wound in the side of an oyster.  Layer upon layer is added to make the pearl, which is a perfect picture of the church. The Teaching: Jesus purchased the church with a total sacrifice of Himself on the cross. Again, man cannot buy anything from God! 
				
These parables teach that the KOG is present and we know that Jesus rules in that kingdom as the following verses testify to the current rule of Jesus Christ (sitting at the right hand of God is the position of ruling):

· Mat 28:18  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
· Mar 16:19  So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
· Heb 12:2  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The following verses also testify that those who have been saved from the wrath of God are members of the kingdom:
· Rev 1:6  and He (Jesus) has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
· Eph 2:6  and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
· Phil 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Jesus also taught that some aspects of the KOG are reserved for the future as our studies of judgment clearly showed. The parables of the drag net (Matt 13:47-50) and the tares (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43) also refer to the future completion of the KOG. One aspect of the future KOG is that Christians will receive their glorified bodies: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom 8:11) Christians then live in the KOG now and they are persecuted because of their living in Christ Jesus: “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2Tim 3:12) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We then are all looking forward to the fullness of the KOG that will be revealed at the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: “looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,” (Titus 2:3)


