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Last week I wrote the first article on the intermediate state. You will remember that state is the time between our physical death and the receiving of our glorified body. For some people this time has already lasted for thousands of years in our time frame. If we die today we do not know how long we will be in that state but we know that we will be with the Lord and serving Him, so it will be a glorious time. We dismissed the concepts of soul sleep and purgatory. Simple annihilation states that this physical existence is all there is, and it should be considered. The Sadducees, Jewish religious leaders, did not believe in resurrection after death: “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.” (Acts 23:8)  Josephus (the Jewish historian) confirms that the Sadducees denied the resurrection, the immortality of the soul, eternal rewards, or the "world to come." The Sadducees kept their focus on the status quo of the nation of Israel in this world and not the next. But annihilation is dismissed because of numerous scriptural references to a continued existence after death as noted in my previous letter. Reincarnation is also dismissed partly because of Heb. 9:27 that leaves no time for any cycle of physical rebirth. The following verses prohibit the concept of soul sleep, purgatory, annihilation, reincarnation, and universalism which contends that God loves everyone so there is no punishment for the ungodly and only heaven for everyone:
· 2Cor 5:6-8  Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight-- we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
· Luke 23:43 And He [Jesus] said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."
· Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
· John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
· Heb. 9:27  And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,

We also dismissed the concepts that people after death are watching over those left on earth or that the Bible supports praying for the dead. It is not necessary to refute the common thought that people become angels after death for the Bible clearly teaches that angels are unique creatures with one third of them allocated to hell for their following of Satan. The series on judgment concluded that there are levels of punishment in hell and of rewards in heaven. The Bible teaches that all people have a soul-state after death, that there is a place for the godless separate from the place for the righteous, and that the Christian looks forward to the final state of a glorified body. Today let us examine what the Bible reveals we will be doing in that intermediate state.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One verse speaking to this existence is “For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Cor 5:1) The “earthly tent” is our present physical body and physical death is the time when that body is “torn down”. The promise is we will then have a building from God that is eternal in the heavens. Some interpreters maintain that this is an intermediate body until we receive our glorified body. However Paul states that this building is eternal and such an intermediate body would not be eternal. He also states that it is in heaven. A more plausible explanation is that this is the place promised by Jesus: "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2). We know that Jesus went immediately to Paradise (Luke 23:43) so it seems that Paul is telling us that after our souls leave our physical bodies we will have a glorious place in which to live. 
	
Verses 1-3 of the 20th chapter of Revelation are the basis for Dispensation Theology’s general agreement that Satan will be bound for a literal 1000 years. But the key and chain are symbolic since a spirit cannot be bound with such items and consistency allows for the 1000 years to also be symbolic. The number 10 is the number of completion and three (the three zeros) is the perfection or divine number, so 1000 may only represent a perfect time period during which the devil cannot deceive nations. He still causes much trouble in the world but he no longer deceives entire nations as he had in the past. Thus the “millennium” would be the time from the resurrection of Jesus until His Second Advent, a very long time. 
	
Rev. 20:4 is also critical to a correct understanding of the millennium. To be consistent with the use of the word “thrones” the scene John reveals is in heaven and not on earth. John saw souls there and not bodies so this gives a clear understanding of the period after death and before the Second Advent for every Christian who ever lived. Their souls and spirits immediately go to heaven to be with the Lord upon death and rule with Him in heaven until He comes again. Rev. 20:5-6 reveals that people who were not Christians were not in this assembly. Verse six states that the Christians will be priests of God and of Jesus Christ and will rule in heaven with Jesus during the millennium. The first resurrection is the coming to life of the martyrs who are blessed and holy. The second death (defined in verse 14 as being thrown into the lake of fire) will not apply to them. The children of God are already spiritually in heaven (Eph. 2:6) and their citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). During the millennial reign of Jesus the souls of all Christians will rule with Jesus until His Second Coming when they will also be blessed with a bodily resurrection and glorification. 
 
Verses 7 and 8 of Revelation chapter 20 state that after this time when the rule of Jesus from heaven is complete that Satan will be allowed to deceive nations again and that he will gather a great army against the Messiah. Verse 9 states that the battle is quickly over and verse 10 states that Satan and his fellow deceivers are put into torment forever. 
	
Rather than the millennium being a 1000-year rule of Jesus on earth, this indeterminate (from our perspective) time is the rule of Jesus and His saints from heaven from His resurrection until His Second Coming. John 14:1-3 is also very comforting to Christians who know that the Lord has prepared a place for all of them to be with Him. Thus God gives us a clear picture of the after-life of His saints from physical death until their glorification. Knowing that God’s love and provision are assured for eternity brings great peace and joy for all who are in Christ. 
