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My wife and I were blessed Sunday to hear our son, Jeff, teach a SS class. His topic was that the Gospel can be completely understood by understanding “The Word Became Flesh”. The following is from my article on the Book of John rather than trying to duplicate the presentation of Jeff. Hopefully Jeff will make his presentation available later for it was indeed a blessing for me and Carol to hear our son teach this topic. 

The Word Became Flesh

· John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
· John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
· Rev 19:11-13 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  (12)  His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. (13) He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  (2)  He was in the beginning with God.  (3)  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  (4)  In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  (5)  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John begins his gospel with the beginning message of the Bible: Gen 1:1. This expression describes a timeless eternity. The Greek word translated “Word” is logos that can have several meanings. The main meaning is a spoken word that conveys meaning and not just some sound. The Bible also tells us that this word has power of creation such as in “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.” (Psa 33:6). John means by this usage that the “Word” is the source of all that exists and actually existed before anything we can perceive. When John writes that the Word was with God and was God, he is stating that the Word is a separate being Who has equality with God.  “With God” indicates two persons, and “was God” asserts sameness. Verse two is repetitive by purpose as John emphasizes the presence of the Word with God in the beginning of time. We will see later that the Word is Jesus and that Jesus said, “I and the Father are One.”  (John 10:30, 14:7). 
	Verse three states that the Word was involved in the event of everything coming into existence, which would include the visible and the invisible as is also stated in:

· Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.
· Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

Apart from the Word there is nothing that can exist.
Verse four states the important principle that the Word was life and the Light of men. The word “life” is prominent throughout the Bible and it can mean physical life but more often it means spiritual life. This life held by the Word is self-existent as opposed to that belonging to the creatures. The Light gives humans the ability to reason but it is especially the illumination that comes from spiritual rebirth that only then gives humans the ability to interact with God. John is especially emphasizing the spiritual illumination that dispels the darkness of sin. This meaning is clear in verse five as John states that the darkness did not comprehend it. Light and darkness are understood ethically rather than metaphysically. Light is a synonym for goodness and truth whereas darkness is a synonym for evil and falsehood. Most interpreters insist that context requires interpretation of the Greek word katelaben as “overcame” or “mastered” rather than “comprehend” or “understand”.  A candle will light a room but darkness cannot overcome the light of the candle. Thus John is not just saying that humans could not understand the Light but rather that humans could not overcome or master the Light. The Light will then ultimately be the victor. 

John 1:14-18
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  (15)  John testified about Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'"  (16)  For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  (17)  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  (18)  No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

The Word becoming flesh is the cornerstones of the Christian faith for these words proclaim the God/man nature of the Word. In verse one John states that the Word “was”, meaning a permanent state of existence. Now he writes “became” indicating a change of state as the Word took on human form through a physical birth as He willingly took on a new form to coexist with humans as He came to do the will of the Father. When John writes “dwelt among us” he is using words implying a temporary existence or the pitching of a tent. John states that they saw His glory is probably referring to His transfiguration (Matt 17:2-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36) when the Word gave an appearance of His divine nature to Peter, James, and John and the Father stated that He was His beloved Son with whom He was well-pleased and they should listen to Him. The “only begotten” means literally “one of a kind” or “unique”. Thus, as the “only begotten”, He has no equal and can fully reveal the Father. 
John now interferes with his line of thought to emphasize that John B. testified about this only begotten person and stated that He not only came after him but that also He existed before John B. John B. also states that the Word becoming flesh was superior to him. In verse 16 John writes that many have received grace from God through the incarnate Word. He states that “all have received” probably indicating not only the disciples present with Jesus but also all who read this book. The grace that is received is like the wave after wave of the ocean that can never be limited or minimized and is sufficient for every need of the child of God (2 Cor 12:9). In verse 17 John contrasts the Law as given through Moses with grace and truth that were realized through Jesus Christ. The Law helped define God’s standard of righteousness but man could not perfectly obey those standards so grace from God was required. Grace and truth were always present in God’s working with man but the God/man Jesus Christ made those real through Him. Paul also clearly stated this principle:

· Rom 5:20-21  The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
· Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

Transgressions increased by the giving of the Law because many of man’s actions and thoughts were more clearly defined as sin by the Law. 
God has never been seen because human eyes are not capable of discerning His existence. Regarding natural light, man is essentially blind because he can only see the visible region of the electromagnetic spectrum and that region is a very small percentage of the entire electromagnetic spectrum. We cannot see the x-ray, microwave, radio wave, infrared, ultraviolet, or any other part of that spectrum. We also cannot see electrons but we see their effect as they cause chemical reactions and other phenomena. Similarly we cannot see the spiritual realm of existence but we know of its existence because of its actions.  
Saying the Son is in the bosom of the Father certainly indicates a close, family relationship. Writing that He “is” in the bosom is a present participle implying constant relationship and presupposes a preincarnate existence. The Greek word translated “explain” is exegesato and is the origin of the word “exegesis” that means to “explain” or “interpret”. When one exegetes the Word of God, he is explaining it in terms understandable by the reader or hearer. Similarly the life and words of Jesus are an explanation of God that reveals to us what we cannot perceive physically. The writer of Hebrews gives the same concept in 1:3a “He (Jesus) is the radiance of His (God’s) glory, the exact representation of His nature.” Jesus also is recorded as saying “I and the Father are One.” (John 10:30). Jesus also said: "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him." (John 14:7)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today let us all concentrate on understanding that The Word Became Flesh. 


