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The establishment of the Kingdom was not without opposition and the next three parables inform us about the opposition of Satan as he tries to oppose God.  Following the first parable of the seed and the soil, this second parable involving the Kingdom is presented in Matt 13:24-30:

   “He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.
   "But while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the wheat, and went away.
   "But when the wheat sprang up and bore grain, then the tares became evident also.
   "And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'
   "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' And the slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'
   "But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them.
   'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."”

To the disciples only, Jesus elaborates upon this parable in Matt 13:36-43.  The sower of the good seed (the word of the kingdom) is Jesus and the sower of the tares is Satan.  Whenever I hear this parable I think about nut grass growing in my lawn for at first it looks like the good grass but after it grows a bit it is easily recognized as bad stuff.  

Jesus is quoted in Matt 13:38 as saying that the field is the world and that has caused some people problems in their interpretations.  It seems best to understand this statement as “the field is in the world” for He is talking about His kingdom as it is now rather than as it will be after the end of this age.  If He were just telling us that there are followers of Jesus and followers of Satan in the world in general then that would not be news and certainly not worthy of a parable.  He is talking here about the efforts of Satan to damage God’s kingdom on earth through his work on the visible church.  Remember that the visible church is the organization of all the people who attend church “services”. The invisible church is the organization of all born-again people. 

Remembering that Jesus is talking about the development of the kingdom on earth, the men sleeping is referring to people in the church who are not vigilant or watchful.  Satan has been trying to seriously damage and destroy the church since its establishment.  He has lost true disciples of Jesus from his kingdom and he works hard to destroy the effectiveness of God’s kingdom.  When true disciples of Jesus are “asleep” Satan can easily insert his own disciples into the visible church.  So we can minimize the damages caused by false brethren by being more discerning about the activities of new church members.  

We should not approach every new member suspiciously but if we really love Jesus and the church we will be alert to the attitudes of new (and old) members and try to always guide them into the best teachings available within the church.  Notice also that the enemy went away after placing the tares in the kingdom.  Satan is not omniscient, but he has many disciples to do his bidding.  Paul also warned us of false brethren:

· 2Cor 11:26 “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;”
· Gal 2:4 “But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Church discipline is not a pleasant topic of conversation in most churches but the Bible does give us clear teachings on it.  As Jesus ordered in the parable we are not to try to remove the tares from the church for we may damage the wheat in that process.  All church discipline has at its core the purpose of restoring and bringing the offender back into proper function in the kingdom.  We cannot read another person’s heart put we can recognize sin on the part of a member and we are ordered to deal properly with his actions.

Matt 18:15-17 “And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. "And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.”

At the end of the present age Jesus will take care of the tares as He will send them to eternal punishment and the wheat will be harvested to eternal life with God (Matt 13:41-43;Rev 14:14-20).  

Don’t tarry!  

