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This first parable involving the initiation of the Kingdom is presented in Matt 13:3-9, Mark 4:3-9, and Luke 8:4-10.  Below are the verses as written by Matthew:

Matt 13:3-9 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow; (4) and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. (5) "Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. (6) "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. (7) "Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. (8) "And others fell on the good soil and *yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.  (9)  "He who has ears, let him hear."

We see immediately the “reveal/conceal” nature of the parables of Jesus as He ends this parable with “He who has ears, let him hear”.  This parable is a bit easier to uinderstandt since He interprets it for the disciples (Matt 13:19-23) but not for everyone:“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.” (Matt 13:16)

As we look at Jesus’ explanations of His parables we come to understand that He is talking about the visible church here on earth.  The invisible church (all those who are really saved) is known only to God.  I will quote Jesus’ explanations below.  There are four categories of people mentioned by Jesus in this parable.  Only one group represents those who are born again.  Jesus’ explanation begins with the person who only hears the word without understanding:
Matt 13:19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.

It is important to develop the definition of some words as we begin this study since the meanings continue throughout the parables.  Comparing verse Matt 13:19 with Matt 13:4 we see that Jesus identifies the birds with Satan so we need to remember that identification as we progress through the parables.  We also see that the soil is the person’s heart and the seed is identified as the word of the kingdom.  The sower is explained in the next parable (Matt 13:37) as the Son of Man and there is no reason to doubt that the Person doing the sowing here is also Jesus Christ.  

1.) This first person described by Jesus is the person who hears the word preached but he does not understand it so it is quickly snatched away by Satan or his workers.  The area in which the seed is sown is described as beside the road.  Luke amplifies this sown area as saying that travelers trample it under foot.  The dirt in this area would have been trampled by decades of travel and never properly prepared to receive seeds.  The soil (heart) would be very hard.  The seeds lie on top of the ground and are easily snatched away by the birds (Satan or his workers).  These people might be like the people who attend church at Easter, Christmas, and maybe a couple of more times but they never understand that the word of God has any meaning or application to them.  

2.) The second category of people discussed by Jesus concerning the spread of the Kingdom is the person who does not apply the word.  
Matt 13:20-21 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.

There are many such people in churches across the world.  This seed is not sown on good soil but on rocky places.  He hears the word, may go forward at a revival to proclaim his faith, may begin to attend Sunday School classes, and may even start a course of study at a seminary.  He is excited about what he heard but roots cannot form in rocky soil.  Soon we will see him begin to lose his enthusiasm and he will be making excuses for not attending church.  He finds out that he is not freed from affliction or persecution because he has joined a church.  He may have expected to become prosperous because of wrong teaching and he starts yielding to temptations.  He then totally falls away from the church like the people John mentioned in one of his letters: “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.” (1 John 2:19)

3.) The third type person who hears the word of the kingdom has it choked out with worldly affairs:
Matt 13:22 "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
This person has both good seed and thorns in the soil.  The soil has not been prepared for sowing.  Jesus mentions two competing concepts that choke the word: worry and deceitfulness of riches.  He already has thorns growing and they manifest themselves by focusing on the two worldly concepts.  The word can be choked slowly as the person becomes consumed by the deceitfulness of riches.  Usually lies about the importance of worldly riches slowly envelop a person.  Soon he realizes that he does not want Jesus as his Lord if such demands a lack of what the world has to offer.  Worries can also consume people if they do not accept the sovereignty of God over everything.  
Matt 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

4.) Finally Jesus concludes with the person who is born again:
Matt 13:23 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."

What is the difference between this type of person and the previous three?  The difference is the soil (heart).  Only this person has the good soil in which the word of God will take root and grow to produce fruit.  God has to act first to make the heart receptive to the seed of the Gospel.  We can not “save” ourselves or anyone else.  Only God can change a person’s heart (soil) so that it can properly receive and grow the seeds to fruition.  The same principle of “God first” has always been true.  Ezekiel 36:25-27 is an excellent Old Testament verse for this topic of God providing the heart:
   "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.
   "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
   "And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  

I heard the word of God preached for about 25 years but I did not really understand it until God changed my heart and gave me eyes to see and ears to hear in the fall of 1970.  Only after God prepared my heart was I able to receive the Gospel and begin to bear fruit for the Kingdom.  I pray that He has also properly prepared your heart.  Do not stop praying for someone who has not had his heart prepared since God works in His own perfect time as He did in my life.  

