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[bookmark: _GoBack]It is difficult to find writings about the patience of God because it is perhaps the most difficult subject to discuss. The reason is not that this is not an important aspect of His attributes for the longsuffering of God is as important as any of the other topics we have discussed. Perhaps one of the reasons for the lack of discussions on this topic is due to the difficulty in distinguishing it from His grace and mercy. Certainly the patience of God is displayed by His mercy and grace but patience is not the same as grace and mercy. We could define the patience of God as the power that God exercises over Himself that causes Him to forego the punishment of the wicked and to keep from destroying the wicked world. We see so much wickedness exercised by individuals and nations and can’t help but wonder why God allows continued existence. The Hebrew word for longsuffering is translated as slow to anger in such verses as the following:
· Neh 9:17 "They refused to listen, And did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them; So they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; And You did not forsake them.
· Psa 103:8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.
· Psa 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.
· Exo 34:6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;
· Num 14:18 'The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.'
God has the power of patience as well as the power of justice and one day He will allow His justice to overcome his power of patience. We see this exercise of God in the following events where He was greatly wronged and Moses as a type of Christ to intercede for the people:
Num 14:11-21 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst?  (12)  "I will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you into a nation greater and mightier than they."  (13)  But Moses said to the LORD, "Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for by Your strength You brought up this people from their midst,  (14)  and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, O LORD, are in the midst of this people, for You, O LORD, are seen eye to eye, while Your cloud stands over them; and You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.  (15)  "Now if You slay this people as one man, then the nations who have heard of Your fame will say,  (16)  'Because the LORD could not bring this people into the land which He promised them by oath, therefore He slaughtered them in the wilderness.'  (17)  "But now, I pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have declared,  (18)  'The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.'  (19)  "Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now."  (20)  So the LORD said, "I have pardoned them according to your word;  (21)  but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD.
We see from the above verses that God did indeed spare the people but He promised that one day the earth would be filled with His glory and His justice will prevail.

Certainly some people misinterpret this aspect of God and think that He will just put up with the evil forever: 
Ecc 8:11-13 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.  (12)  Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.  (13)  But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God.
We see that God will eventually bring about justice on earth and those who do not fear God will suffer. We are called to exercise patience as we live in this wicked world:
· Col 3:12-13 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  (13)  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
· Eph 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  (2)  and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
We are often tempted to react in vengeance to those who have wronged us and God but let God have His righteousness and His time to react to evil. There was a time when man was universally degenerate but God waited at least 120 years while Noah was a preacher of righteousness:
· 1Pe 3:20 who [Israel]once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
· Gen 6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."
God exercised this patience toward Israel when He suffered their iniquities for 40 years: Acts 13:18 "For a period of about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. Even after the Jews  rebellion against Him leading to the crucifixion of His Son did He wait before sending the Word of God to the Gentiles to exercise some of His judgment 
Act 13:46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.
We see much evil in the world and even in many churches. So why does God not destroy them all? 
Rom 9:22-24 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  (23)  And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,  (24)  even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.
We can be assured that God will reward His children and will bring His wrath upon the wicked. So praise God today that we belong to Him and will one day see His justice brought about over all the world. 

