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The attributes we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, and immutability. Today we study God’s omnipotence. 
· Matt 19:26 And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."
· Mark 10:27 Looking upon them, Jesus said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God."
· Mark 14:36 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt."

One of the names for God, El Shaddai, is often translated “almighty” meaning all-powerful: 
Rev 19:6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.

God can do whatever He wills. There is a self-imposed limit to His power in that He will not do anything against any of His other attributes or something absurd or self-contradictory. For example He cannot sin nor deny any aspect of His character: 
Titus 1:1-2 Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,
2Tim 2:13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.

God determines some things to occur unilaterally: 
Isaiah 14:24-27 The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, "Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand, to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them, and his burden removed from their shoulder. This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations. For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"

God also causes some events to occur through obedience of people or permitted disobedience to divine precepts (called secondary causes):
· 2Chron 7:13-14 "If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
· Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.
God’s purposes are never frustrated but fulfilled as He chooses to accomplish them:
Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,

When God says the following, He is not limiting Himself to human’s finite reasoning but stating that people must attempt to reason on His level. Our goal should be to see all events from His perspective and that is possible only as we learn more about Him. 
Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the Lord, Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.

God has the ability and authority to do whatever He pleases. He is sovereign over all creation:
Psalm 135:6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many actions of God are not possible for us to understand: Deut 29:29 "The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”

God permits sin and restricts His wrath to overrule it for greater good, such as at Calvary:
Acts 4:24-28 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is Thou who didst make the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Thy servant, didst say,' Why did the Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise futile things?  'The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together Against the Lord, and against His Christ.' "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose predestined to occur.

God’s patience to judge sin is related to His mercy that we previously studied. We also have to remember that the human perspective of events is limited and that of God is not. For example, looking at the life of Joseph we would probably think that his treatment was evil and from a limited perspective that surely seems correct. But God’s perspective was not limited and His ultimate intent was for good: "And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive” (Gen 50:20).

A good place to end this brief discussion regards the hope and confidence with which we can face life because God is omnipotent and His love for us guides events in our lives just as for Joseph: And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28). 

Therefore we trust our omnipotent God and Father to lovingly guide us throughout all our life. 
