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 “Attributes of God: Holiness ”
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The attributes we have examined so far are: solidarity, solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, and mercy. Now we examine the holiness of God. For a more complete reading on this topic I recommend “The Holiness of God” by R. C. Sproul.
Isaiah 6:3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."
It is critical that we understand the Jewish use of repeating a word for it emphasizes whatever is being discussed. Jesus is sometimes quoted as saying “Truly, I say to you” but sometimes He is quoted as repeating the word: John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
When Jesus is so quoted, He was emphasizing the importance of what He was saying.

Only once in the Bible is an attribute of God stated three times in succession as in Isaiah 6:3 above. Nowhere in the Bible is God said to be love, love, love or mercy, mercy, mercy. God’s holiness is His supreme attribute. We need to continue the verses to see the deep meaning of this attribute revealed to Isaiah:
Isaiah 6:4-5 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts."
Prophets used the word “woe” to proclaim judgment as Jesus also did: Matt 23:16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.'” In verse 5, Isaiah is declaring judgment upon himself as he sees the absolute holiness of God. 

Understanding that God is thrice holy made Isaiah realize his own unholiness, and he viewed himself as ruined. John had the same reaction in the presence of the risen Jesus Christ in His holiness: Rev 1:17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,
There are two very important points made in Rev 1:17. The first is that when anyone sees the Lord in His holiness, the person is actually aware of his sinfulness before the thrice holy God. The second is that, if the person has been redeemed, Jesus will calm that fear. Otherwise the fear will remain forever: John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

God loves all that is in conformity with His law and hates all sin:
· Prov 3:32 For the crooked man is an abomination to the Lord; But He is intimate with the upright.
· Prov 15:26 Evil plans are an abomination to the Lord, But pleasant words are pure.
God will punish all sinners and hates all who practice sin:
· Nahum 1:2 A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; The Lord is avenging and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.
· Psalm 5:5 The boastful shall not stand before Thine eyes; Thou dost hate all who do iniquity.
· Psalm 7:11 God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day.

For the first time, both Isaiah and John saw themselves as they really were before the thrice holy God. In both cases God reacted to assuage their fears since they were redeemed by Him. For Isaiah God sent one of the seraphim to refine him with a holy fire. For John, Jesus touched him and so declared him righteous before God. In both instances we see a pattern: God appears in His absolute holiness, people quake in fear, God forgives and heals, and God sends the person into a path prepared to serve Him. The same pattern occurred regarding the apostle Paul (Acts 9:3-7; 9:17-20)

As it was with Isaiah, John, and Paul, so it is with everyone who is blessed with a revelation of the holiness of God and is redeemed by Him. Because God is also merciful, He has mercy on whom He will have mercy (Rom 9:15) and the first act of this mercy is the awareness of the holiness of God that sends someone into a trembling fear and a sure knowledge that apart from an act of God he will be condemned forever because he is sinful. The second act of God in His mercy is to declare the person sinless before Him because his sins are all paid by the sacrifice of Jesus and the righteousness of Jesus are placed into the person’s account before God. This process is called double imputation and is clearly stated in: 2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. The person is so transformed before God from a sinner into a saint who will live forever before God in His kingdom. The third act of mercy is God sending this saint to serve Him in the world. 

The pattern is always the same for every person. One of the most famous sermons preached was by Jonathan Edwards called “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God: http://www.ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.sinners.html. I recommend that everyone read this sermon at least once. The sermon to his congregation ends with this quotation:
Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, now awake and fly from the wrath to come. The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over a great part of this congregation. Let every one fly out of Sodom: "Haste and escape for your lives, look not behind you, escape to the mountain, lest you be consumed." 
If you have had this holiness of God and your sinfulness revealed then you are blessed. The next step would have been your falling on your face in total fear and submission to God. He would have applied your sins to the Cross and the righteousness of Jesus to your account before Him. If this has happened to you, you are now a saint before God and you are commanded to work out that salvation into your life: Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; This process is called sanctification which is worked out in cooperation with the Holy Spirit as we begin a transformation:
1Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."
Be Holy!
