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Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 

A primary attribute of God is that He is light:
1John 1:5 And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.
After creating all space, time, and matter, God flooded the cosmos with His light:
Gen 1:3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
God later gave specific individuals this gift of light:
Psalm 118:27a The Lord is God, and He has given us light; 
Life with God is the primary meaning of this light as it is the spiritual illumination for all who can discern it. It is the source and essence of holiness, righteousness, goodness, and truth. Satan recognizes the power of this light and disguises himself to appear like God in his attempts to counter this force:
2Cor 11:14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
Satan is also involved in keeping some people from seeing the light:
2Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
God is the initiator of this life, He is more powerful than Satan, and He gives life to whomever He desires.  He also defends the gift so that it cannot be lost or taken away:
· Psalm 27:1 (A Psalm of David.) The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?
· Psalm 18:28 For Thou dost light my lamp; The Lord my God illumines my darkness.
God chose the nation Israel to bring this light to the entire world:
· Isaiah 49:6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."
· Rom 2:19 and are confident that you yourself [Jews]are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,
Paul was specifically chosen by God to bring this light to people of all nations and races:
Acts 13:47 "For thus the Lord has commanded us, 'I have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, That You should bring salvation to the end of the earth.'"
Natural man is in darkness, meaning spiritually dead, until this light is given him:
Acts 26:18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
At His perfect time God sent His Son Jesus to reveal this light to people throughout the world: 
· John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
· John 9:5 "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
· John 12:46 "I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.
· 2Cor 4:6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
· Eph 3:9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things;
· John 1:9 There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.
· John 1:7 He came for a witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him.

There are many people in this unbelieving world who love the darkness and who will not be able to understand the gift of light and would rather stay in the dark:
· John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
· John 3:20 "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
But eternal life is not the only significance of this light for it is also essential to the ethical behavior of God’s people. 
· John 8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."
· 1John 1:7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
· John 3:21 "But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."
· Matt 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
· 1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
· Eph 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light
· 1Thess 5:5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;

There will come a time when God calls an end to this world as we know it and there will be a new heaven and a new earth that will be devoid of darkness and full of God’s light:
· Isaiah 60:19 "No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for brightness will the moon give you light; But you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, And your God for your glory.
· Rev 22:5 And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please read the following for more analysis of light:  http://livingtheology.com/Light.html 

God’s people are called to bring this light to the world. While there is still time, may all Christians shine forth with their God-given light and praise the Lord for this wonderful free gift. 
