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The letter last week discussed the solitary nature of God meaning that He needs nothing outside of Himself.  We ended by observing that He created all that exists to manifest His love. It is then natural to continue this discussion about God’s attributes by studying His love: 1John 4:8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. If it were not for this attribute of God nothing would exist, so we should praise Him many times each day for His love. 

Understanding the reason that God chose to love is very difficult because we don’t fully understand His love, which is very different from the usual understanding of love. God did not wait until we were worthy of His love for any reason, but He loved us while we were vile sinners and His enemies: Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), Rom 5:10a For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

God’s love is not influenced by any attribute of His creation for He needs nothing as was discussed in the previous letter. We tend to love someone because of some quality of the person that attracts us to them but this is not true with God and is apparent from the first people He chose, the sons of Israel:
Deut 7:7-8 "The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

God does not love us because we love Him: 1John 4:19 We love, because He first loved us. We would be favorably drawn toward someone who did some great works for us, but our works do not influence God to love us: 2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 

He chose those whom He loves before any creation: Eph 1:4-5 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, So God did not look through the corridors of time to see who would be the strongest, most noble, and most worthy of all people so that He would chose those to love; instead He chose those whom to bless with His love before any of His creation. This fact is illustrated by God’s choosing to love Jacob and hating Esau before either were born:
Rom 9:10-13 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger." 13Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

The love of God is His greatest gift to us: 1Cor 13:13 But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

God did not love us for what we are but He loves us for what we can be in Christ. To fully express this love God prepared before creation to send His son to provide the means whereby God’s people could be acceptable to Him. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
1John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
Rom 5:6-8 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

The Father is sovereign over who can come to Jesus to receive the pardon of sin and purity needed to come to Him: John 6:65 And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father."

God’s people can reflect His love by loving others and remaining in that love:
John 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
John 15:12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.
1John 4:16 And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

The following are excellent verses to review for they define love as a reflection of God’s love:
1Cor 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

Since we cannot deserve or earn the love of God, nothing we do will cause God to not love us. Therefore we are eternally secure in His love by His choice, which is clearly stated: 
Rom 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Praise God for His great love that gives us the certain hope of eternal life with Him!
