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We have been studying the eternity of life lately and the next topic that logically follows is the resurrection of the body. Most Christians know about the great chapter in Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:1-33). Paul points out that if there is no resurrection of the dead and, specifically if there was no resurrection of Jesus, then there is no value in Christianity. “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.” (1 Cor 15:13-14) So the resurrection of the body is a major doctrine in Christianity. 

Those who are penitent will have a resurrected body that is also called the glorified body which will exist serving Jesus forever in the new heaven and earth. People who are impenitent will have a resurrected body to go into final damnation at the second death (Rev 2:11). Scripture never refers to their resurrection as glorification. Glorification is only for believers who will, at the Second Coming of Jesus, be given the resurrected body: For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. (1 Cor 15:53) This is the final state promised by God for His people: and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. (Rom 8:30) 

It is always necessary in discussions that we all use the same terminology and definitions. Some people were raised from the dead such as the widow’s son at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:17-24), the son of the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:32-37), the widow’s son at Nain (Luke 7:11-17), Jairus’s daughter (Matt (:18-26) and Lazarus (John 11:38-44). However these events, as miraculous as they were, are revitalizations or resuscitations and not resurrections. All of those people died again, but a resurrection is bringing back to physical life to never die again. The only person who has been resurrected was Jesus Christ, and Christians will one day also have a resurrected body to forever live with Him (Col 1:18). Writing that Jesus was the “first born of the dead” means that He was the first to be resurrected (and the only one so far) as others will follow at His Second Coming. 

The Holy Spirit was involved in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and also will be involved in the resurrection of the bodies of Christians: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom 8:11) Paul also teaches that the resurrection body of believers will be similar to that of Jesus:  “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.” (Phil 3:20-21) Paul described our present physical body as in a humble state and the ASV translation calls it the “body of humiliation”, since our present bodies suffer the effects of sin such as suffering, pain, sickness, fatigue, and death. 

The resurrection body must be physical or Satan would have won a great victory. God originally made man a physical body. If sin permanently modified this creation so that the physical is evil, God’s plan would have been irreversibly altered. However, the goal of God’s redemptive plan includes the resurrection of physical bodies and a new heaven and earth for those inhabitants to enjoy forever with Him: 1Th 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This transformation will occur for those who died and for those who still live when Jesus comes again:

1Cor 15:51-53 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.   

At the return of Jesus Christ the dead will be resurrected and the transformation of the living will take place quickly. From 1 Thess 4:16-17 we learn that the rapture of believers – their being brought up to meet the Lord in the air – will take place immediately after the resurrection of those who died before His return. 

There will be continuity and discontinuity between the present bodies and the resurrected bodies. Without some continuity, there would be no need to speak of a resurrection and a transformation of the bodies. Bringing into existence people who did not live before the return of Jesus would not be a resurrection. Paul states that the dead will be raised (1 Cor 15:52) and that those who are alive will be changed (1 Cor 15:52) so there will be a continuity of existence. This is also verified in 1 Thess 4:17 when Paul writes that “we shall always be with the Lord”. If there is no continuity then there is no “we”. We are told that Jesus ate food (Luke 24:38-43), that He could be touched (John 20:17, 27), and He lived in this resurrected body for 40 days. 

There also will be some discontinuity. According to Matt 22:30, Mark 12:25 and Luke 20:35, Jesus taught that in the new life there will be no marriage: "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” (Matt 22:30) This does not mean that there is no physical body or that there will be no gender differences between people in their resurrected bodies. However there will no longer be any need to bring new children into the world. 

The resurrection body for Christians will be wonderful: “but just as it is written, "things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him.” (1 Cor 2:9) Our resurrected bodies will no longer suffer the effects of sin such as suffering, pain, sickness, fatigue, and death. Praise the Lord! Those  of us dealing every day with pain are especially looking forward to this new body. 

