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Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation
End Result of Salvation

1. Man can fall from grace and lose his salvation.
The Arminian position is that since man is responsible for choosing salvation, he is also responsible for maintaining his position before God.  He has to keep using his free will to continue living a life pleasing to God.  If he finds such a life too burdensome or changes his convictions he can fall from grace and lose his salvation.  Although the following are used as Scriptural justification for this position, each is actually concerning people who were never born again.
Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
Heb 6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.
Heb 10:26-27  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.

2. Perseverance of the Saints.
The Reformed View is that salvation is totally of the Lord and God is sovereign, omniscient, and omnipotent so He will keep His children within the fold.  Christians persevere because God preserves them so it may be better to refer to this portion of the tulip to be “preservation of the saints”.  Paul told us that we are free of the condemnation of God forever:
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

John and Paul told us that we have eternal life and are free from the wrath of God:
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
Rom 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
Here are some supporting Biblical evidences for the perseverance of the saints:

a. Perseverance is God’s responsibility.
Jude 1:1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:
Ezekiel 11:19-20 "And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them. And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 20that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances, and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.
Deut 30:6 "Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.
b. Perseverance is not dependent upon the elect.
1Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
2Tim 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
c. The will of God is perseverance of all who are regenerated.
Psa 37:28 For the Lord loves justice, And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever; But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.
1Thess 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
d. Salvation cannot be lost because God would not change His mind.
1Thess 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:
John 6:39 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.
John 10:28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.
Rom 8:37-39 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All of the above certainly make a strong case for the Biblical truth of the “TULIP”, but mainly for the sovereignty of God.  Since God is sovereign, His people are chosen and kept within His kingdom forever.  I do not know why God chose me but I praise Him all the time for His gift of free, irresistible grace and for life eternal with Him. Here is a review of the five points popularly labeled by the acrostic TULIP:
1.) T stands for total depravity resulting from the fall.  
2.) U stands for unconditional election meaning that God chose His people before the foundation of the world and not based upon any of their thoughts, actions, or merit.
3.) L stands for limited atonement meaning that Christ died only for those whom the Father gave Him to be His bride.
4.) I stands for irresistible grace meaning that man cannot refuse the grace given by God for his salvation.
5.) P is for perseverance of the saints meaning that those chosen by God will persevere and not lose their salvation.



