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Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation
Grace
1. Grace can be refused.
The Arminians believe that God’s will is for all men to be saved but man can refuse this offer of salvation by his free will.  The following may seem to support this statement.  However the context of the verses easily elaborates the meaning to be other than someone refusing God’s offer of grace.
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
It is necessary to read the next verse to understand the truth: John 1:13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. The belief they have is not of themselves but from God.
John 3:18-21 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.
The belief they have comes from God as is their ability to practice the truth.
John 5:40 and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.
The preceding verse states that the people thought they could obtain eternal life themselves without needing to come to Jesus. He tells them that the Scriptures tell about Him and so eternal life comes only through Him. 
John 8:45 But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.
A following verse explains the meaning of Jesus: John 8:47He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God. They did not understand the truth because they were not born again but were still in the realm of Satan: John 8:44"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

2. God’s gift of grace is irresistible.

The Reformed view is that the will of the Father is that all those for whom His Son died as perfect payment for their transgressions will receive salvation.  God gives His elect spiritual life and they then eagerly accept His offer of grace.  God does not force anyone to accept His offer.  Those not born again find the offer of Satan irresistible and those who have been born again see God’s offer as irresistible.  Paul’ conversion is an excellent example of the irresistible grace of God.  This irresistible offer of grace is sometimes referred to as “effectual calling”.  There is no distinction made between regeneration and effectual calling for God’s effective calling changes our nature (born again) so we can then willingly submit to Him.  The effectual call of God to His people then takes place concurrent with the process of regeneration.  Some theologians make a slight distinction since a person who is spiritually dead cannot hear God’s Word.  However the order is indistinguishable in time but sequential in logical order.  Jesus often referred to differences between people as some could see and hear and others could not:
Matt 13:16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.
Mark 4:23 If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.

The following verses support the irresistible grace of God view.
a. The irresistible grace of God.
Daniel 4:35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?'
Isaiah 46:9-10 Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 10Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';
Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
b. The irresistible will of God is the salvation of the elect.
John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.
John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”
c. The Father spiritually begets those He elects.
James 1:18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.
John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
d. God’s will is accomplished by giving eternal life.
John 5:21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.
Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Acts 11:18 And when they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.
e. Grace is effectually applied by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

