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Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation
This discussion must bring up the topic of reprobation or preterition.  Some people will accept the principle of election but many refuse to accept the principle of reprobation.  The main reason for this objection is that both limited atonement and reprobation exalt the sovereignty of God and the creatureness of man. Natural man wants to occupy the centrality of the universe and thinks that he has the ability of expressing his “free will” to either accept or reject God so that he is the “captain of his soul”.  However, if God chooses some to be justified then it seems He must also choose others for eternal punishment.  We have already studied that God does choose some for salvation. Of course it is possible that He chooses some for salvation and then leaves the others to make their own choice. However we will see many verses that tell us that God does choose some for reprobation. Many Scriptural verses support reprobation as discussed by Paul in the ninth chapter of Romans including:
· Rom 9:10-13 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger." 13Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

Paul expected an outcry against this teaching and responded:
· Rom 9:14-18What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth." 18So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

Paul elaborates again as he anticipates further objections to the teaching of reprobation:
· Rom 9:19-24 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?" 20On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," will it? 21Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use? 22What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 24even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.

In Rom 9:19 Paul asked the question some people might have at this point: “If God is responsible for not imparting saving grace in some people, how can He then find fault in them for resisting His call?”  Paul answers this question in verses 20-22 by stating that God is sovereign and makes each person accountable to Him alone.  He continues in verses 23-24 by saying that He showed mercy on some for the world to know the riches of His glory upon those chosen people.  God chooses His people from among the Jews and the Gentiles; in other words, He chooses His people from among all the peoples of the earth.  Peter and John also wrote on this topic:
· 1Peter 2:8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
· John 10:26 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep.
· Rev 13:8 And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.
· Rev 13:10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.

Reprobation also glorifies God as it reveals His hatred for sin and that without His intervention all would perish (Rom 3:11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God).  Also for light to have any meaning there must also be darkness and spiritually the two are incompatible as unregenerate man continues to prefer darkness (1 John 1:5; John 1:5).  God’s plan included those people acting against Jesus (Acts 4:27-28; Rom 8:28).  

Many people refuse to believe the Gospel and the cause of that refusal is within them.  Unless God acted on some people with an effectual call to salvation all would refuse the Gospel call.  His actions to save a few are for His glory.  There has been and never will be someone who wants to be a child of God who will not become a child of God.  Those who do not become His children never wanted that position for they loved themselves more than they loved God.  The main problem people have with this doctrine is rooted in a complete misunderstanding of the evil nature of natural man (Rom 3) and the absolute holiness of God (Rev 4:8; Psa 99:5).  The fact is that God selects some for salvation and some for reprobation.  Some will then ask “Why then should we evangelize in the world?”  The answer is twofold: God told us to do it, and we do not know who has been chosen for which purpose. So we give the Gospel message and God works the miracle of regeneration to those whom He has chosen.  Those who choose to believe the gospel were first chosen by God
· 1Cor 3:7-8 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything,but God who causes the growth. 8Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.
The thief on the cross is an example of someone who demonstrated his salvation from God at the last possible minute. So never quit praying for someone you know who is not saved since that person may receive saving grace from God at any time prior to his death.  Jesus told His disciples what to do when people reject the truth of the gospel: Luke 9:5 "And as for those who do not receive you, as you go out from that city, shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them." 
God is sovereign!
