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I. Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation 
1. Universal Atonement
Atonement refers to all aspects of salvation including redemption, remission of sins, propitiation, and reconciliation.  The Arminian view is that God loves all people and that Christ died indiscriminately for everyone. The blood of Christ is the basis for atonement but cannot be received unless the person freely wills to accept it.  It is often heard in the world that God loves everyone and that everyone is a child of God.  Both of those statements are easily seen to be wrong.  God does hate some people and actions: 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
Rom 9:13 Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 
Mal 2:16 "For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously." 
Psa 11:5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, And the one who loves violence His soul hates.
Prov 6:16-19There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: 17Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, 18A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, 19A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.
Prov 15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But He loves him who pursues righteousness.
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

There are some Scriptures used by Arminians that seem to teach universal atonement until they are properly examined:
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Acts 10:43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
People who are dead spiritually cannot believe or receive Jesus so all Scriptures relating to belief resulting in salvation have the prerequisite of a person being born again.  The verse 2 Peter 3:9 (above) must be interpreted relating to whom it is written so that we know who the “any” are in that verse.  The letter is written to Christians so Peter is saying that no Christians will lose their salvation.  In John 6:37 John is saying that only those whom the Father brings to Jesus will be saved and that verse actually weakens any argument for universal atonement.  In John 1:29, the reference is to the fall in that Jesus will reverse the total effect of the fall in the eschaton (end time).  

2. Limited Atonement (Specific Redemption)
This statement is that only the Elect will be offered atonement since Jesus died only for those given to Him by the Father.  The blood of Jesus is certainly sufficient to atone for everyone but it is only efficacious for those who are given unmerited favor.  If the death of Christ atoned for everyone then there is no remaining penalty for anyone to pay, and no one would be subject to the wrath of God. Universal atonement leads inevitably to universal salvation since double payment for sins would be unjust and God is always just.  

a. The death of Christ is specifically for the elect.
John 10:14-15 "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Gal 1:3-4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,
Rom 8:32-33 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
Matt 26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."
John 14:17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.
b. Jesus prays only for the elect.
John 17:9 "I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine;
c. Only the elect are saved.
Matt 1:21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."
2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all (referring to those to whom the letter is written, the Christians) to come to repentance.
Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
2Thess 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.
d. Only the elect are loved.
1Thess 1:4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;
Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;
.

