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I. Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation 
B. Election 
1. Conditional Election
The Arminian view is that man is elected based solely upon his good works of repentance and faith in Christ.  Therefore the condition of election results from the spiritual good works of a person.  Election is then based upon God’s foreknowledge of this good work and that person can choose the offer of the Gospel freely by exercising his own self-determination.  In this view God will not violate a person’s “free will” by giving him spiritual life and justification unless the man permits that action by God.  Repentance and faith are then works of man by which he establishes the condition for God’s election to salvation.  Foreknowledge then is based upon God looking into the person’s future and seeing that he will do these works necessary for salvation.  The assistance of the Holy Spirit in the grace of the process is given to all men whether or not they are redeemed.  
1Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.
Rom 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 
Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding.
Mark 1:15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."
Mark 11:22 And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in God.
Matt 8:13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; let it be done to you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very hour.
John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

2. Unconditional Election (Rom 9)
This type of election by God is called “unconditional” because it is not conditional upon anything that God sees in us to make us worthy of His choice, neither merit or works.  The reason for election is only God’s sovereign choice.
Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  
If God elected us because of something good within us then this would be the beginning of a salvation by merit.  Salvation based in any way upon man’s works or thoughts would be grace plus works whereas salvation only by the choice of God would be totally by grace.  Of course the definition of “good” is from God’s standards and not man’s standards.  Even the best person according to worldly standards could be evil in the sight of God so again I quote:
Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.
The ultimate concepts are whether or not God is sovereign and whether or not man is totally spiritually dead.  Certainly Scripture firmly verifies both concepts.
a. The choices are by God, not by man.
John 15:16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.
Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
Psa 65:4 How blessed is the one whom Thou dost choose, and bring near to Thee, To dwell in Thy courts. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, Thy holy temple.
Phil 2:13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
b. Election is based only upon the plan and purpose of God.
Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Rom 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
c. Foreknowledge is based only upon God’s purpose.
Rom 8:28-30 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
d. Man cannot initiate going to God.
John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
Matt 11:27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.
Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.
Luke 17:5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"
e. God’s will cannot be refused.
Isa 55:11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

