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I. Basic Arminian and Reformed Views of Salvation 

A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Man’s Initial Spiritual State 

1. Inherent Goodness:
This view is that man’s depravity is not total or all pervasive.  He has not lost the ability of self-determination or the ability to freely will good in the sight of God.  Man is seen as the author of repentance and faith unto salvation.  There is no Scripture teaching that man has such free will but the following are used in support of this portion of their doctrine.  Arminius stated that “God has no right to hold man accountable to believe, nor condemn him for unbelief, if his will is not free to do so.”  This statement is basically a humanist position.  Arminius used the following verses stressing the requirement to believe:
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 16:31 And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."
Rom 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; 10for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
1John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.

2. Total Depravity (or pervasive depravity):
The Reformed position is that certainly all of the above verses are God’s word but the interpretation disagreement with the Arminian is how one can believe.  The term, total depravity (or pervasive depravity), does not mean that a person is as evil as he could possibly be since no man has ever achieved that state of being.  Pervasive depravity does mean that every aspect of a natural man (the non-Christian) has been adversely affected by the Fall of Adam and Eve.  Such a condition of natural man is described in many Scripture verses such as:
· Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
· Rom 8:6-8 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
God’s agenda must then first include our regeneration, or becoming born again, before He can place the propitiation into our account.  Unredeemed man’s will is not “free” because he is spiritually dead and does not possess the liberty to choose God’s righteousness.  Without God first acting to give man a new heart, he is not capable of believing in the Biblical Jesus.  The following Scriptures are used to support various aspects of this spiritually dead person. 
a. All mankind comes into the world in a totally deprived spiritual state.
Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—
Jer 17:9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?
Rom 3:11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God; (actually most of chapter 3)
b. Every person is born spiritually dead.
Psa 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak lies go astray from birth.
Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Gen 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
Gen 8:21b for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.
c. Mankind is captive to Satan’s will.
2Tim 2:25-26 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.
d. Mankind is drawn irresistibly to Satan.
John 3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.
Eph 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
e. The depraved man cannot be spiritually taught.
1Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
Since natural man cannot accept the things of the Holy Spirit, he cannot believe in the Biblical Jesus.

