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There are a number of different views on salvation so we will write about two very different but prevalent views. John Calvin (1509-1564) affirmed that the decrees of God were the all-encompassing first and only cause of all things.  James Arminius (1560-1609) vigorously opposed this view as he did not believe in the sovereignty of God over all events.  He proposed that man’s “free will” was involved to the extent that God allowed such willful actions to determine events without His direct involvement.  The Arminians especially were opposed to the doctrine of predestination since such did not allow for man to totally act on an uncaused faith developed from within his conscience.  In 1610 the Arminians developed their five articles of faith to present to the Church of Holland as a form of protest (Remonstrance).   These five points were:
1.) Election and reprobation are founded on foreseen faith or unbelief.
2.) Christ’s death is for all, but only believers enjoy His forgiveness.
3.) Fallen man cannot do good works or achieve saving faith without the regenerating power of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit.
4.) Grace is the beginning, continuation, and end of all good but is not irresistible.
5.) Grace can preserve the faithful through every temptation, but Scripture does not clearly say that people may not fall from grace and be lost.

These articles were considered at the Synod of Dort in November 13, 1618 where all 84 members rejected all five articles of the Remonstrance.  The matter was also political and the Remonstrants were put out of their pulpits and many were expelled from the Netherlands.  They were not officially tolerated until 1795.  In response to this petition the Synod developed their own five points considered in line with Scripture and these were then known as the five points of Calvinism.  These five points were popularly labeled by the acrostic TULIP:
1.) T stands for total depravity resulting from the fall.  
2.) U stands for unconditional election meaning that God chose His people before the foundation of the world and not based upon any of their thoughts, actions, or merit.
3.) L stands for limited atonement meaning that Christ died only for those whom the Father gave Him to be His bride.
4.) I stands for irresistible grace meaning that man cannot refuse the grace given by God for his salvation.
5.) P is for perseverance of the saints meaning that those chosen by God will persevere and not lose their salvation.

Neither Arminianism nor Calvinism is new.  Pelagius was a 5th century heretic who denied that the human nature was corrupted by sin and so taught that man possessed “free will” so that he could either choose or reject God.  Pelagius taught that grace was not required for man to become regenerate since he could develop his faith from within and thus believe in Christ without any grace required.  His opponent was Augustine who insisted that the Bible taught that man was dead in trespasses and sin and in bondage to Satan and therefore his will was not “free”.  Most theologians rejected the strict Pelagian view but another scheme was developed that was against the Augustinian view.  A leader of the semi-Pelagian party was John Cassian (ca 435) who was an abbot of the monastery of Massilia in France.  His main point of difference to Augustine was the role of grace.  His view was that grace was required but the sinner must cooperate with this grace to receive regeneration.  Cassian taught that man can make the first stirring within his soul to follow Christ and then God gives the assistance of grace to continue the process of salvation.  Augustine taught that no sinner can make such a first step without God first liberating him from being a servant of sin.  

During the Protestant Reformation, Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536), who was a brilliant humanist and theologian of the Church of Rome, issued a statement in which he protested sovereign grace and argued for man’s “free will” to be able to “make a decision” for Christ.  His position was countered by Martin Luther (1483-1546) in his book, “The Bondage of the Human Will”.  Arminianism is a refinement of semi-Pelagianism and the sophisticated work of Erasmus that was later popularized by the Wesley brothers.  Arminianism is the current leading basis for evangelism in the United States.  

The heart of the debate over who acts first in man’s salvation is really the sovereignty of God.  If man is autonomous in any sense then God is not sovereign.  If God has to wait before He can act to see what man will do (acting contingently) then God is not sovereign.  If God is sovereign and omniscient then He knows all contingencies but He does not act contingently.  Man does have responsibilities for his actions but God in His providence works out His decrees that were made before the foundation of the world.  God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility work together to fulfill His decrees:
· Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.
· Eph 1:10b-11 In Him 11also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
· Rom 9:21-22 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use.  22What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?
· Matt 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.
· John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

The application of the sovereignty of God leads to a consideration of free will so a discussion on that topic is required.  The following letters are in line with Augustine’s view and, I believe, the Bible’s view.  But remember that the real issue is the sovereignty of God.  

