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I hear people say that they cannot remember a day when they did not know Jesus and I wonder what that means regarding their salvation. The demons know Jesus as the Son of God and believe, but they are not saved:
· Mark 5:6-7 “Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; and shouting with a loud voice, he *said, "What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!"
· James 2:19 “You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.”

People can be raised in a Christian home, attend worship services all their life, and read the Bible daily but this is not how one even gets to know that Jesus is the Christ and their Lord and Savior. Knowing Jesus as the Son of God must come by revelation from the Father such as happened to Peter: “And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.” (Matt 16:17)

This revelation from the Father leads to the person being born again which Jesus clearly states is a requirement for being in the kingdom of God:
· John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."
· John 3:7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'
· 1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”
· 1Peter 1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.”

Without this event in a person’s life, his knowledge of Jesus is only from the world, and that is not sufficient. On judgment day many will come to this One that they claim to know and they will state many things they have done in His name, but Jesus will say He never knew them:

Matt 7:21-23 NASB "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 
If I had died before August of 1970, this is what I would have heard from Jesus when I came before Him. What a terrifying thought! But praise God He caused me to be born again. I had gone to church all my life and thought that I was a Christian but I was self-deceived. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus knows His sheep and He calls them by name: "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” (John 10:3) Praise the Lord I hear His voice and He called me out of the world into His presence. 

The Bible is very clear that God knows those who are His people:
· Gal 4:9 “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?”
· 1Cor 8:2-3 “If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know;  but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.”
· 2Tim 2:19 “Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness."
· John 10:14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,”
· John 10:27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;”
· Nahum 1:7  “The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble, And He knows those who take refuge in Him.”

So the major question is: “Does Jesus know you?” One way to be confident that Jesus knows you is stated by Jesus in the continuation of the terrifying verses above (Matt 7:21-23):

Matt 7:24-27 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall."

Note that Matthew quotes Jesus as saying “therefore”, which has its meaning from the previous three verses. Those whom Jesus knows will act upon all the words of Jesus rather than just hearing them. Jesus states very clearly that if He knows you then you will love Him (John 8:42), you will love the other disciples (John 13:35), you will keep His commandments (John 14:15), you will keep His word (John 14:23), you will abide in His love (John 15:10), and the world will hate you (John 15:19). If Jesus is your Lord then you will be the good servant and your life will be dedicated to serving Him in all that you do. 

Certainly many of you are still working fulltime to support your family but serving Him should be the goal in all aspects of your life. Our chief aim in life should be to serve the Lord Jesus. If all of these characteristics describe you then you can be assured that Jesus knows you and that you are secure in His love forever. 

