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 “Return of Jesus”
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Every Christian should have a burning desire for the return of Jesus Christ but most people will say that we do not know when He will return. It is true that we do not know exactly when He will return (Matt 24:36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.). But the Bible does tell us the situation of the world when He will return. A proper understanding of leaven is needed to understand when Jesus will return. Jesus and Paul often spoke of how leaven can corrupt the church and damage the world:
· Matt 13:33 He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened."
· Matt 16:6-7 And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  (7)  They began to discuss this among themselves, saying, "He said that because we did not bring any bread."  
· Matt 16:11-12  "How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  (12)  Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
· Luke 12:1 Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered together that they were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy”.
· 1Cor 5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?
· 1Cor 5:7-8  Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  (8)  Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
· Gal 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.
· Luke 13:21-23 "It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened."  (22)  And He was passing through from one city and village to another, teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem.  (23)  And someone said to Him, "Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?" 
We can tell from the last verses above that the people knew exactly what he was talking about regarding leaven for they thought they had to obey the teaching (leaven) of their teachers to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus went on to explain in Luke 13: 24-30 that the entrance to heaven was very narrow and entering did not depend upon their obedience in thoughts or actions (Rom 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.) Jesus went on to deliver the terrifying verses concerning those who think they have been granted salvation but who have been deceived by the leaven of false teachers:
Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  (22)  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  (23)  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'
This leaven is the false teaching of people that changes the congregation of believers so that they desire to come together to hear watered down concepts other than the pure Gospel message:
2Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,  (4)  and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
In my book (A Search for Reality) I wrote of a time when there will be “churches” that exist so people can come together to listen to music, participate in sports, or have other events that please them rather than studying the Word of God. The leaven spoken of above indeed has the result of bringing people together for entertainment and other reasons for gathering rather than worshiping God in truth. Over the last two thousand years since Jesus left we have seen the churches changed by leaven into many false churches. Recognizing such a transformation allows us to properly understand the following teachings about what the world will be like at His return:

Matt 24:37-39  "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  (38)  "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (39)  and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.

We know that at the time of Noah the whole world was corrupt and judged by God: 
Gen 6:11-13 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. (12) God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. (13) Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.
Although there was much evil Jesus only mentions common actions of the people. They were partying, marrying, and being given in marriage like people do all the time. They were so concerned with the affairs of the world that they had no time for the things of God much like some of the people in a parable: "The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. (Luke 8:14) The number of families in the world who were devoted to God was reduced to one. The rest of the world did not listen to the message of Noah but lived a life full of the things of the world. Today we have many people who listen only to the leaven of false teachers. 

We can then understand that the world will continue much as it is today with little focus on the words of Jesus until He comes again with judgment much as God did in the time of Noah. Just as the people ignored the warnings of Noah, they have been ignoring the warnings of Jesus and one day He will return with judgment much as happened with the flood. False teaching does total destruction to the concept that many people have of the End Times that the church will fill the earth so that all people will be eagerly awaiting the coming of Jesus. This leaven teaching of a church that will fill the world is called Post-millennial. It is a belief that near the end of time the gospel will have produced a time of great peace which will last for 1000 years and then Christ will return. To have this view one must believe that man is becoming better in God’s image as his development proceeds. This statement of Jesus regarding the time of Noah does not allow for such an understanding of the End Times. 

Luke 17:26-30  "And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:  (27)  they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  (28)  "It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;  (29)  but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  (30)  "It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.

Jesus then gives us the second example of the time of the days of the Son of Man. Similarly to what the people of Noah’s time were doing, Jesus lifts up rather standard items such as drinking, buying, selling, planting, and building. We know from Scripture that there was a lot of evil in Sodom at this time but Jesus does not mention evil events but rather normal events in the lives of people. What is wrong is that the people are so occupied with the normal things of life that they forget the things of God and the judgment of eternity that will come upon them. I think the reference to Luke 8:14 given above applies here also. In our country we saw a similar sudden destruction on 9/11/2001 when the World Trade Center was destroyed. This was a normal September morning with people doing all that they normally did such as getting kids to school, checking email, etc.  Nobody was expecting the sudden disaster that took many lives and changed many more lives. But even with that relatively small disaster in our background, we still spend little time on the things of God but have reverted to normal behavior not expecting the total destruction that God proclaims will happen in His time. 

Jesus tells His disciples that the Days of the Son of Man will be similar to both of these events. There will be no need for anyone to try to save their belongings from their house for all will be destroyed. All that can be saved are the souls of those who are in Christ and there is no time to save others. Jesus gives us the warning to remember Lot’s wife. She was almost saved. Lot and his wife had lived in a sin city and evidently she was having second thoughts about leaving her things and worldly friends. This means she was a double minded person: 
· Psa 119:113 I hate those who are double-minded, But I love Your law.
· James 1:6-8 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. (7) For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, (8) being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
God had shown her the way of salvation but, because she still loved the old way she had lived, she looked back at it in a longing fashion. By remembering Lot’s wife we need to carefully look at ourselves and see if there are things in our lives that we still love more than we love Jesus. 

Hopefully we now can understand the state of the world when Jesus will return. It certainly seems like the world has reached both the time of Noah when people ignored God and the time of Lot as homosexuality is rampant in our country and many “churches”.  We can anticipate that His return could come very soon. “Come Lord Jesus”! 

