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Exclusivity is defined as “the state or quality of being exclusive”, and exclusive means not allowing something else. Christian exclusivism teaches that Jesus alone has accomplished the atoning work necessary to save sinners, which excludes any other religion from offering salvation. Other religions and atheists have strong feelings against Christianity because of this exclusivity and some Christians tend to minimize this aspect of its doctrine so as to not offend other people. But clearly stating this exclusivity is an important part of presenting the gospel to the world. The problem with this narrow view for some people is that it seems intolerant since it negates the efforts of many sincere people who are seeking God through other means. Christianity, in this sense, indeed, is not "tolerant" of any other avenue to salvation. A sincerely held belief of another road to salvation does not necessarily mean it is true. Sincerity does not determine truth. A position can be narrow and wrong, or it can be narrow and correct. Jesus recommended the narrow way: "Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. (Luke 13:24) 

Some people say Christians are judgmental because we believe that only those who trust in Christ will be saved.  But this is the claim of Christ, and we are only repeating what He said. Jesus certainly has a unique claim to being the Messiah (Christ) since only Jesus was resurrected from the dead, never to die again.  Others were brought back from death like Lazarus but they all died again. It is not arrogant to repeat the words of Christ when He says He is the only way to salvation. Many people have very favorable views of their understanding of Jesus but are turned off by the different doctrines of the many Christian denominations. To many people it seems that those claiming that Jesus is the only path to eternal fellowship with God are taking divergent paths in their different denominations (Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterians, etc.). All Christian denominations are built upon some basic Biblical truths but then have different interpretations of some of its elements such as baptism. We see the following unique characteristics of Jesus Christ that qualifies Him as the only Savior:
1. Christ alone was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matt 1:18; Luke 1:26).  
2. Christ alone is God incarnate (John 1:1; Heb 1:1; Phil 2:5; 1Tim 2:5) 
3. Christ alone lived a sinless life (2 Cor 2:21; Heb 4:15; 7:23; 9:13; 1 Peter2:21)
4. Christ alone died a substitutionary death (Isaiah 53:4; Rom 3:21; 2 Cor 2:21; Gal 3:10). 
5. Christ alone rose from the dead triumphant over sin (Acts 2:22; Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:3; 15:16)
The conflicts between denominations must be carefully studied as the Christian is having his mind transformed to help him decide which denomination to choose as a place of worship: And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom 12:2). As God has been transforming me and my wife, we have changed denominations three times and may change again. Denominations and congregations are not static; some gain in their devotion to truth and some fade. 

However, there are incompatible conflicts between Christianity and other religions with the result that either only one of them is true, or they are all false. They cannot all be true in the same sense and at the same time. The atheist will say that they are all false and agree with Marx concerning religions: religions are the opium of the masses. Those of us who are Christians (read again my previous letters on this topic) know that those who reject Christianity deceive themselves and/or are being deceived by the world (read the first chapter of Romans). 

In addition to the above verses, the following scriptures also corroborate the statements about the uniqueness of Jesus Christ:

John 10:30 "I and the Father are one."
Acts 4:10-12 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead--by this name this man stands here before you in good health. (11) "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. (12) "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
John 14:6: Jesus *said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
John 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."
John 8:24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
Galatians 1:9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
1Cor 15:12-17 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? (13) But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; (14) and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. (15) Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. (16) For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; (17) and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

The teachings of Christianity truthfully state that only through Jesus Christ is there any escape from the wrath of God: "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36)

Praise God that you are free from that wrath! Also be prepared to explain your position in Christ to others, speaking the truth in love.  
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