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Today we continue our discussion of a proper understanding of Christian. Last week we explored a valid definition of what it means to be a Christian: a born again, Spirit filled, disciple of Jesus, a new creature: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Cor 5:17) Christians are born again by the Holy Spirit: "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." (John 3:7-8) Christians have also been sealed by the Holy Spirit so we know that our salvation is secure forever: 
Eph 1:13-15 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 15For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints,
Because he was born again, Paul was no longer Saul, persecutor of the church.  In July of 1970 I was still just Leon Combs trying to be a good person, but in August of 1970 I was born again into a new person who, by himself, was still not able to obey all the teachings of Christ.  But I was transformed into a new person who was spiritual alive, and could communicate with God, Who is Spirit: "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:24).  This new person with a new nature could still choose to disobey God but now I could also choose true obedience.  From that time on I was on a new path as I was involved in what we call sanctification as God began a new work in me through His indwelling Holy Spirit. He began conforming my nature to the image of Christ rather than to the teachings of the world:
· Phil 3:21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
· Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
· 2Co 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Like Paul, I also have a new name to designate that I am a new creation, but I do not know what it is yet: 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.' (Rev 2:17)

I am sure that you understand why I get concerned when I hear the phrase “born-again Christian.”  If a person is not born again he is not a Christian.  Paul knew how important it was for each individual to know for sure if he indeed was a Christian when he wrote: “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?”( 2Cor 13:3) We studied that topic two weeks previously. 

Jesus Christ addressed the issue of a person being merely a worldly disciple and a person being a “real” Christian when He made the following statement:
Matt 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22"Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'”
These verses are so very scary because Jesus is talking about a self-deceived person.  Being a Christian is not intellectual accent to the teaching of Jesus Christ and it is not just doing works; even such great works as Jesus mentioned above.  

We should now better understand why we differentiate between the visible and the invisible church.  The invisible church is made up of people who have been born again, made spiritually alive. People in the visible church who are not members of the invisible church are those who have not been transformed but they identify with the teachings of their particular denomination of the Christian “church” and participate in its activities.  Such lost people may be religiously working to be effective disciples of Jesus Christ but unless they are born again into a new person they are still lost: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)

Again, “what is a Christian?”  A Christian is a person who has been born again with a new nature who is now a temple of God:
· 1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
· 1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

For the rest of his life a Christian will carry his cross daily: And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me" (Luke 9:23) Christians also are led to obey the commandments of Jesus, not to gain salvation but because we have been saved: 
1John 2:3-6 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. (4) The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; (5) but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:  (6) the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
God bless you all! 
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